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Abstract'

The purpose of this thesis is to make a study on the
brahmanas mentioned in the Pali Canon—-their way of life, their
social position in the Hindu caste system, their rites, their
beliefs, and their roles in supportiﬁg Buddhism. Furthermore,

- this thesis also aims at presenting the differences between the

& \
Brahmanas in Brahmanic concept and those in the Buddhist concept.

Most of the references and data in this thesis are gathered

from the Buddhist Canon as well as from a number of Thai literary

works.
This thesis is divided into six chapters:- -

The first chapter, the introductory part, discusses the

thesis title and the research method.

The second chapter deals with the brahmanas in Brahmanisms:

the five qualifications that bré@hmanas are required to posses,



and the conducts and occupations that serve as criteria to

identify the bréhmaqas,

The third chapter describés the qualifications of the
brahmapasvin thé Buddhist concept: the requirement to realise
Ariyasacca (the four Noble Truths), Iddhipada (path-for‘success)
and Samyojana (ten barriers to attain Nirvarna) and gJéo, the
ideas that the bréhmagas should put into pratice éiia, Sacca,

Intellect and Meditation.

The fourth chapter discusses the Buddhist view about

caste system, sacrifice and vrata of brahmanas.

The fifth chapter presents the reason why some bréhmagas
are converted into Buddhists, the works of those bréhmagas and

the advantages of Buddhism in getting those converts.
The sixth chapter is the conclusion and suggestions.

It is found that a Brahmana in traditional Hindu society
is recognized from outward attributes such as jati, mantra and
sila, Intellect is also referred to. In Buddhism a BrEhmaga is
recognized only through his good con@uct and his understandinéigf

the Noble Truths, Iddhipada and Samyojana.
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