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Academic Year 1978

ABSTRACT

The Jinalankara, a Pali text about Buddha's life
is written in various kinds of metres, in the style of
Sanskrit courtly epic. A critical edition and an
analytical study of this work will be of great value to
the study of Pali literature in Thailand, it is the aim
of this thesis to study the various manuscripts of the
Jinalankara fougd at the National Library and provide
a critical edition and a Thai version. The writer will
attempt to make a critical study on the prosody and

poetic arts of this text.

A thorough examination of all accessible
manuscripts shows that variations are very slight. In
all the manuscripts studied the name of Buddharakkhita a
Ceylonese monk of the 17th century, is given as the
author of the Jindlankara. Buddharakkhita praises
Buddha's attainment of his enlightment. The author shows
his skills in using twelve kinds of metrés. The metre
most used is Pathaya. Next comes Misakagatha, a mixture
of Indavajira, Upendavajira, Indavansa, Vansattha and-
Vasentatilaka, followed by Upajati, Vasantatilaka and

Indavajira. As for Poetic arts, the author uses AnupZsa,

Yamaka, Upama, Citta and RUpaka.
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