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Thesis Title The Thai Student and Democratic Political Culture
Name , Mr, Somsak Songsamphant Department Government

Academic Year 1975

ABSTRACT

The. formation of democratic government was thought and
firstly planned by the King Chulalongkern., But it was not done
un%il the coup d'etate B.E, 24754« The Democracy in Thailand, like
the other developing countries, faces many obstacles and seems to
meet failure, This stems’ from the Yacking of political stobility
of the goverhment. Consequently, the coup d' etat occured again
and again, and constitutions were repealed and reprbmulgated.

The high ranking military and bureaucracy group took the political

power while the people did not or hardly have political participation.

Should Thailand be governed in democracy ? The aim of
this thesis is to study whether it is possible that Thailand will be
guecossful.  in having stable democratic government in the future,
This rescarch will focus mainly on Thai political culture, especially,
on Thai students' political culture. The Thai political culture
is the mixture of the Thai traditional politieal culture, which is
charactered as a centralized, autocratic, burcaucratic and
bragmatic, and democratic political culture which is influenced

by Westerner, The Thai traditional political culture is quite



vory from civic culture and it becomes the obstacle to demoeratic
government, The Thai democracy then is unavoidably changed to hec

a pseudomorphic democracy,

In order to forcast the tendency of future government
system it is necessary to study the Thai student's political culturec,
If they adopt the civie culture, it will be certain that they will
play a . great role in maintaining democracy. Thai students have
developed their roles from non=political participation to highly
‘participation since B.E.;2§11. The evidence of their external

academic activities, p;otests‘and‘dembnstrationsxnay show their

‘capabilities, social résponsibities, and the need of seeing justice,

The result of changing socio-economic structure,
education and mass commﬁnioation development, the foreign student;é
political roles, disatisfaction of their‘bcings introduced to
involve in politics, -I¢.may be understood that they have accepted
the more civic culturei

The result of rescarch in Pebuary B.T. 2517 of 221

Chulalongkorn senior students in the faculty of Political Seience,

Economics, Education, Arts, Bngincering and Sciences indicated that;

1) The political socialization in secondary school does
not help much in creating better understanding and strong belief
in Democracy. There still have conflicts between teachers and
students, Many schools do hot have their external academic activitics
and only one-fourth of the students participate in academic activitics

in school,



2) Most students believe that they have a medium knowledge

in politics. More than 50 percent of political science students,

education students and arts students are very interested in politics,

The test shows that the student of the three faculties mentioned have’
8lightly better political knowledge than the students in the faculty
of economics, engincering and science, Most student have a medium

and fair knowledge in politics, Some students were interested in

politics before ten years of age, but most students have begun when

they were in high school or in the/ first two years in university,
Most‘students understand that Thai politic (government) is not a
real democracy.

3) Only a half of/the’ stidents have opinion that democracy
is applicable to Thailand. / More<than 60 porceﬁtr of students prefer
and support a dicfator ngernment of Sarit to democratic goveynment,
This may thus'céncludes they have 1es; belief in democracy., It is
Wofth noting that most: &tuients ao not agree to permission of scfting
up Communist Party.: ' But if su;h party reccives the
majority vote from election the studont would accépt them. Most
students have self confidence to undertale the  pPrsition of leader
in the senior class,

4) Most students who participate in external academic
activities, take part in protesting the University administer's
corruption and demanding constitution, They will use their right
?o vofe. If they have any opinion about constitution amendment,
they want to submit to constitation drafting committce. However,
most students do not want to be poiitician.

5) Most students have pessimistic view toward poliéeman.



They criticise that most policeman are corrupt and abusive.: Many
political science and arts students are not satisfied in their
being. They believe that Thai society is not just, They accept
themselves as nationalists. They would participate in politics
to relieve their dissatisfactions and fulfill the innated psycho=-

logical insccurity,

In conclusioh, Thai students have played a great role in
politic influenced by éivic cultures  Althoush some students was
still influenced by Thai traditionalvpoliticdl culture, It is
bclievéd that the restllt of tﬁe students' affiliation and knowledge
. in politic as well as alertness in political participation will
éroating‘and Bétter ?héi aemocrdfig gtability., Undoubtcd students!
force will be a barrier in defen&iﬁg the dictatorship which may

arise.
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