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Abstract

After the long interval of eleven years without an clected
parliament, the 1966 constitution was promulgated and a general
election was held in the following year. The 1968 constitution
gave considerable power to the appointed Senate in order to stabilize
the position of the Executive branch vis 3 vis that of the Legislative.
lowever, due to conflicts among various factions of the Government's
United Thai People Party which culminated during the passage of the
Budget Bill in 1971, the military government staged a ccup d'etat
late that year resulting in the abolishment of the constitution
and the parliament. The all-appointed National Assembly was estabished
but due to unresolved factional fignts amcng military leaders and
public dissatisfaction with the administration of the military regime
the students® revolution occurred in October 1973 after which three
major military leaders were exiled.

The new constitutions was drafted and promulgated in 1974

setting a new stage for participatory politics which lasted only



briefly from pericd after the 1975 election to the coup in Cctcber
6, 1976. During this interval there were twc elected parliaments
vperating under the 1574 constitution which fawred western-type
parliiamentary systen.

This thesis attempts to study the roles of the clected
pariiaments and the appointed Senates during the two periods (1969-
1971 and 1975-1976). It seeks to compare and contrast performances
of these legislative bodies under different constituticnal frameworks
and different political environments. It was found that changing
political climate much affected the roles of legislative members.

The 1975 parliamentary members were more active and progressive

than their 1969 counterparts especially in their major function
invclving the submission of bills. Standing committees of the 1975
and 1976 parliaments expanded their roles and functions which were
formerly restricted in thé 1969 parliament. These were several
attenpts by these committees to study and investigate major problems
concerning government administration, some of them even initiated
bills. All these were new legislative phenomena, considering the
fact that former standing committees only reacted to the bills passed
down to them.

Members of all the three parliaments especially these from
opposition parties were very active in presenting their interpellatiocns.
In the 1975 and 1976 parliaments, members were highly concerned with
problems related to the agricultural sector. They were alsc interested
in cutting down military budgets in favor of agricultural or develop-
mental expenditures as clearly reflected in the deliberation of the

—

budget Scrutiny Committee.



*

As regards the roles of the Senates, it was found that
despite the different coﬁstitutional frameworks. the appointed
Senates® and behavioral patterns were quite the same in the sense
that they did not actively perform the functions assigned to them
by the constitutions. The changing , political environments, while
affecting the roles of the elected parliament, did not in any

significant degree influence behavior of the appointed senators.
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