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SHAKESPEARE’S COMEDIES /POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
PONGCHAI TRAKOONCHALOEMCHAI : EROS, POWER AND FEMALE
CHARACTERS IN SHAKESPEARE'S COMEDIES : A STUDY IN POLITICAL
PHILOSPHY. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST. PROF. CHATYAN CHAIYAPORN,
Ph.D, 108 pp. ISBN 974-334-431-4

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the relation of “love” and “power ™ in relation
to political conflict and action at the individual level in Shakespeare’s comedies, namely “The
Merchant of Venice”, “As You Like It” and “Twelfth Night”. The love between man and
woman is to be emphasized in this study, particularly, the female characters of each play. They
are generally portrayed as model heroines in the comic drama, which presents the problem of
the relationship with their lovers. They are forced by the situation to struggle with wisdom and
courage to achieve their goals. Theses female characters are regarded as individuals who

possess “Will to Love”.

The interpretation of the texts is based on Nietzsche’s idea of “Will to Power”. The
Nietzsche's idea help illuminates of “love” and “power” in relation to individual will. It shows
that love/power is not external force that determines human action. But love/power is itself the
essence of human beings. It evaluates and determines the recognition of love/power of others
toward oneself. In this regard, the political society is the stage of the confrontation and conflict
between individuals. As the existence of human beings are aimed towards the search for “Will

to Love/Power”. Accordingly man cannot avoid politics in a peculiar term.
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