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NAMWAN SOPA: THE POLITICS OF APPOINTING AND TRANSFERRING HIGH
BUREAUCRATS IN  THE THAI  BUREAUCRACY. ADVISOR:  ASSOC.
PROF.WANCHAI MEECHART, 164 pp.

This study has tried to find out the politics of appointing and transferring
high bureaucrats in the Thai bureaucracy. It also has described tactics when
politicians desire to appoint and transfer high bureaucrats. Besides, it has
explained significant observations happening in the cases. Data was collected
through three cases in terms of appointing and transferring high bureaucrats which
are Mr. Vongsak Swasdipanich, an ex-director general of the Department of
Provincial Administration; Mr.Thawil Pliensri, a secretariat of the National Security
Council; and Mrs.Panita Kambhu na Ayutthaya, an ex- permanent secretary of
Ministry of Social Development and Human Security. The data also included in-
depth interviews of high bureaucrats especially high bureaucrats in the Ministry of

Interior.

The findings of study show that the high bureaucrats were appointed or
transferred when the government or political officials had changed. Politicians
implement their Patron-Client relation as a criterion and sometimes use
Democratic Governance as a tactic when they desire to change high bureaucrats.
Furthermore, this study has found that politicians tend to appoint and transfer
high bureaucrats to a different work or a different organization. The politicians use
the position of advisor to the Prime Minister when they desired to appoint and
transfer the high bureaucrats from their former position. The politicians have
many tactics for appointing and transferring high bureaucrats as follows:
discrediting high bureaucrats, using legal authority, making exchanges and rewards,
claiming for the tradition and high bureaucrat’s response to the policy, and

claiming that high bureaucrat’s abilities and experiences are g¢ood for a new

position.
Department:  Public Administration Student's Signature ...
Field of Study: Public Administration Advisor's Signature ...
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