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This thesis is an attempt to study and analyse John Locke’s ideas of right and freedom and to
compare the protesters’ ideas of right and freedom in the events of October 1973 and May 1992 in
relation to Locke’s political thought. The hypothesis of this thesis is that the protesters’ ideas of right and

freedom are in accordance with those of Locke.

The findings of this thesis are as follows :

According to Locke, natural rights are rights as properties,whereas,political power is right as
power.Both natural rights and political power are possessed equally by any individual.According to
protesters in the above-mentioned events, political power means right as property and power which

individual equally possesses.

Regarding the accordance between protesters’ and Locke’s ideas of right, both agree on the two
propositions that is ; (1) rights can be classified into right as property and right as power, (2) The objective of

exercising power is to preserve lives, liberties and properties(natural rights or property in a broader sense)

According to Locke, freedom and liberty have the same meaning but each words focus on
the different aspects.While freedom focuses on the free decision guided by the light of reason,
liberty focuses on the state that individual has no obstacles in doing as he/she thinks fit. According to
protesters, freedom has two meanings that- is ; (1) political power(2) the state of no obstacles in
exercising his/her right.The latter meaning shows that freedom in the eyes of protesters means

liberty in the eyes of Locke.
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"To This purpose | think it may not be amiss, to set down what | take to be politicat
power:that the power of a magistrate over a subject...”” cited from John Locke,The second freatise
of government Thomas P. Pearson ed., (New York : The Liberal Art Press, 1952), pp.3-4

T must of necessity find out another rise of govemment,another way of designing and
knowing the persons that have it than what Sir Robert Filmer hath taught us. cited from John

Locke, The second treatise of government Thomas P. Pearson ed., (New York : The Liberal Art Press,

1952), pp.3-4
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"To conclude, The power that every individual gave the society when he entered in to it,can
never revert to the individual again,as long as the society lasts,but will alwa)is remain in the
community;because without this there can be no community,no commonweélth.whioh is contrary to
the original agreement;so also when the society hath placed the legislative in any assembly of
men,to continued in them and their successors,with direction and authority for providing such
successors, the legislative with power to continued for ever they have given up their political power to

the tegisiative.and cannot resume it..." cited from John Locke,The second treatise of government

Thomas P. Pearson ed., (New York : The Liberal Art Press, 1952), pp.3-4
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