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This thesis’s objective is to study the coming of age of children characters who

live in contemporary american society in Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson novels.

The study shows that the author adapts Greek and Roman mythology to
represent the coming of age of the characters, reflected from the change of their
thought about family and society after their journey. The coming of age is about the
attitudes towards family, individual and social issues. Firstly, the family issue, the
characters learn to accept various types of family, which do not conform to the social
norm -- broken family, family by choice, family with disabled members, and multiracial
family. Secondly, the attitude towards individuality and society, the characters not only
learn to be good citizens in American society by accepting equality and diversity of
gender, but also learn to be active citizens by participating in environmental issue and

being aware of the danger of consumerism.
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"' Bolton, The Everything Classical Mythology Book: Greek and Roman Gods, Goddesses, Heroes, and

Monsters from Ares to Zeus, 205.
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“Oh, please.” Hera waved her hand dismissively. “The son of Hades said
it himself. No one wants him around. He does not belong.”

“Hephaestus was right,” | growled. “You only care about your perfect

. 72
family, not real people.
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