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# # 5581336024 : MAJOR POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE

KEYWORDS: INTRA-PARTY DEMOCRACY / PARTY ORGANIZATION / THAKSIN SHINAWATRA / POLITICAL

PARTY / POLICY FORMULATION / CANDIDATE SELECTION / AMNESTY BILL
SOMCHAI SAENPHUMI: PARTY ORGANIZATION UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THAKSIN
SHINAWATRA: A STUDY OF THE THAI RAK THAI,PEOPLE'S POWER AND PHEU THAI PARTIES..
ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. SIRIPAN NOGSUAN SAWASDEE, Ph.D., 138 pp.

This thesis entitled “PARTY ORGANIZATION UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THAKSIN
SHINAWATRA: A STUDY OF THE THAI RAK THAI, PEOPLE’s POWER AND PHEU THAI PARTIES” explores
the following questions: 1. What were the nature of political parties under the leadership of Mr.
Thaksin Shinawatra; Did they contain some elements of intra-party democracy? If an answer was
“no,” then why? 2. After one party was dissolved, the new party was formed, did the new party

have an incentive to install intra-party democracy in its organization?

The hypothesis for this study are 1. Party under the leadership of Mr.Thaksin Shinawatra,
namely, the Thai Rak, the People’s Power and the Pheu Thai Parties, did not invest on building
more democratic organization. Rather, the parties maintained their cadre and corporatist style,
allowing party leadership to dominate nearly every levels of decisions and activities. 2. The victories
at the poll did not derive from elements of internal party democracy, in contrast, skillful selection

of seasoned politicians and specialists counted more for the electoral success.

The results showed that the parties’ structures and organizations were based on the
parties’ regulation codes. In reality, the decisions to choose Mr. Somchai Wongsawat as Prime
Minister and to submit the controversial amnesty bill were confined to Mr. Thaksin's, his close
relatives and high-rank party leaders. The major activity of the parties that allowed a channel of
participation was policy formulation, especially during the Thai Rak Thai when the party relied on
experts’ references, researches and people’s opinions. It was undeniable that the way the Thai Rak
Thai party derived its policies with a touch of participation from the people and various groups

accounted for its electoral victory.

Department:  Government Student's Signature

Field of Study: Politics and Governance Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014
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