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The majority of the population is engaged in trade. . . . They have to be
extremely unlucky not to earn more than they need to live, for there is
nowhere in the world where nature can more easily be satisfied than
Siam, and only cripples and prisoners are reduced to begging. (Nicolas
Gervaise, ... : 1989 [1688], 114-5, gtd. in Jitprapa Sri-on: 2001, 17)
wieeelafin luiunnassmasismfanauilsluadeailndiAeatu Ae a1 quus yaain
u./ l=l' a o =) 2 1 = rA 3 Aﬂl 1 M ) dl
I:JNLﬂﬂVlLﬂuVI’NN’]EI\m;‘Qﬁ’i"ﬁ]ﬂﬁﬂ’] 1@ﬂ'mqmmrilﬂ']ﬁ‘mmﬂﬂm'mmﬂl’mﬁ‘?a'\ﬂ'ﬂ dumb” @9
a 1 = a £ dJ Yo ¥ !
L?’m’mﬁuuwgmmmmwnwmmmﬁmqﬂwm 1@?‘1_Iﬂ’]TLﬂ’]ﬁ‘WQj‘ﬁ’]@’]ﬂ‘ﬁ’]QUWH’J’]Lﬂu
2 dl o Y % % (K ¥ t% % =3 1
mLﬂmmmagl,ﬂuwswiﬁmlu@mﬂm QAUNIELRINDENINBINTILTINININ AENTIUUIN

; vl O a

Lﬁn‘mﬂéﬁunﬁuumﬁmﬂuﬁtym’mﬁu'ﬁﬁumqﬂwﬁqwh&u AldgHaunafiAmmile

s3sNTALARLN91A
The Siameses [sic] expect another Sommona Codom, | mean another
miraculous man like him, who they already name Pra Narotte, and whom
they suppose to have been foretold by Sommona Codom. . . . This
expectation of a new God, to make use of this Term, renders them
careful and credulous, as often as any one is proposed to them, as an
extraordinary Person; especially if he that is proposed to them, is entirely
stupid, because that the entire Stupidity resembles what they represent
by the Inactivity and Impassibility [sic] of the Nireupan. As for example,
there appeared some years since at Siam, a young Boy born dumb, and
so stupid, that he seemed to have nothing humane but the Shape: yet
the report spread it self through the whole Kingdom, that he was the first
men, which inhabited this Country, and that he would one day become a
God, that is to say arrive at the Nireupan. The People flocked to him from
all parts, to adore him and make him Presents, till that the King fearing
the consequences of this Folloy [?] caused it to cease by the

Chastisement of some of those, that suffered themselves to be seduced.

(la Loubere: 1986 [1693], 136-7, gtd. in Jitprapa Sri-on: 2001, 24-25)
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