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# # 4680903522 : MAJOR LITERATURE AND COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEY WORD: DISABILITY/ DISABILITY DISCOURSES/ THAI NOVELS/ THAI LIFE NARRATIVES/ DISABILITY
STUDIES

THANOMNUAL HIRANYATHEB: DISABILITY DISCOURSES IN MODERN THAI NARRATIVES.
THESIS PRINCIPAL ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. TRISILPA BOONKHACHORN, Ph.D., 222 pp.

The purpose of this dissertation is to survey and analyze disability discourses in modern Thai narratives,
including both novels by non-disabled writers and life narratives by disabled writers published from 1933 to 2003,
in order to explain the processes of the production of the meanings of “disability,” which have changed in
accordance with social and cultural factors in each period. It thus also explores discourses and socio-cultural
practices related to disability, which serve as the contexts of the works studied.

The research shows that the meanings of disability have changed in relation to the interactions of
discourses concerning disability in each period: in the traditional period, disability, according to the Buddhist
discourses of bad kamma, reincarnation, charity and metta-karuna mainly connoted punishment for one's past bad
kamma and an object of charity; in the charity period, which comprised the nationalist civilizing era (1933-1957)
and the rehabilitation period (1957-1981), the medical, eugenics and charity discourses constructed disability as
abnormality and object of charity in the first part of the period while the rehabilitation discourse constructed
disability as social burden in need of rehabilitation in the second, both groups of discourses working in support of
liberal capitalism; and in the rise of disability rights period (1981-the present), the emergent disability rights
discourse has contributed to the construction of the meaning of disability. Through all these periods, the Buddhist
discourses have persisted. In these contexts, modern Thai narratives have participated in the interactions of the
disability discourses described above, either reiterating or changing them. The novels selected for this study can
be divided into 3 groups: the novels of exclusion from the charity period (1933-the late 1950s), which feature the
exclusion of disability; the novels of rehabilitation (the late 1970s to the late 1980s) emphasize the rehabilitation of
disabled people for their return to the capitalist system; and the novels of the multicultural period from the late 90s,
which offer some changes toward a more inclusive approach in the representation of disability. In the life
narratives studied, published from 1975 to 2003, the plots negotiate between the rehabilitation discourse
framework, with the use of the narratives of overcoming and of spiritual compensation, and the social model of

disability.

Field of study: Literature and Student's signature: ﬁdﬂf”’/?w’(/'é”m’ﬁ Wﬁ
Comparative Literature Principal Advisor's signature:.....’;lf ............

Academic year: 2008
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