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THESIS TITLE : The Relationship between the Thai Drama and
the Indian Drama

NAME : Miss Niyada Sarikabhuti
DEPARTMENT :  Thai
ACADEMIC YEAR : 1971

ABSTRACT

This thesis is an/attempt in presenting a careful study of
the nature of the Thai and Indiaw dramas and their relationship.
Paralellisms between the /two arxts are drawn and analyzed based on
available documentaries im Thai as well as in English. Additional
informations were also sought by interviewing people of various

authorities.

The work is devided into six chapters.y The first chapter
deals with the nature of the problems. The second chapter treats
in detail the Hindu dramaturgy: its/legendary history, the drama-
turgical texts, and the Categories of the Bharata drama classified
by its theories of acting and composingés The thirdichapter con-
cerns the history of ‘the Thai‘drama, thelHindu influence upon the
Thai drama from the beginning, categories of the Thai drama from:
the presentation's point of view, Chapter Four deals with the
prelude of the play, the Hindu theories and practices, the Thai
counterpart and the Indian influence upon the Thai in this aspect.

Chapter Five gives a treatment of some similarities between the



Hindu and the Thai plays. The sixth chapter is the conclusion
in which the relatioship between the two arts is summarized ac-
cording to the following points: gestures, types of plays, title,

prelude and some salient features found in the plays.

The thesis also suggests and encourages further study on
the history and the development of other kinds of Thai entertain-
men% for instance, the"Khon (the Masked Play), which might have,
its original characteristics velated to the Kathakali dance, a
popular form of the Hindu dpamatic art. Others which deserve more
attention are Hun (marionette), Neng Yai and other court enter-
tainments such as Rabeng, Mong Khrum, Kula-ti-mai, etc. Researches
in those said above which constitute a part of the valuable
heritage of the Thai peopley should be conducted along |

the line followed by the writer of this thesis.
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