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This study aims at discovering hedging strategies for negative
comments used by adolescents as they make negative comments against their
mothers. A sample of 100 adolescents aged 13-15 was systematically drawn from
the M.S. 3 class of Suksanaree School and Suankularbwittayalai $chool,

Nagative comment is defined as any description of undesirable
qualities, which are inversely drawn from what are described in literatures as
desirable qualities of a mother in Thai society. These are devided into six
areas: Verbal behavior, interaction with others, emotional hearing, domestic
and social responsibilities, personality, and attitude towards other. There
were 324 negative comments. The highest number are negative comments on
varbal behavior, especially repriminding by mothers. The smallest number, are
most on domestic. and social responsibilities.

It was discovered that 76,22 % of thei:negative comments are hedged
and there were five hedging strategies:comparison, contradiction,
justification, softening and supposition, Boys hedge more often than girls
though they seem less resourceful in their strategies.

It is noticeable that there is an inclination to employ different
hedging- strategies for different types of undesirable qualities. For example,
justification is used mostly for verbal behavior, and emotional bearing while
contradiction 'is used for attitude and personality.
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