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The objective of this research was to analyze local news broadcasted
on Radio Thailand, Ratchaburi provincial station, a governmental radio station
serving local people. Data of this field research came from content analysis
of local news from October 1, 1990 to September 30, 1991, and from depth

interviews with key informants who provided details about the local news.

Data showed that news production consisted of three nhrases: pre-
production, production and post production. All of these phrases were under
the control of reporters who acted as gatekeepers in screening the news and
setting agendas for the audience. Their criteria in selecting the news, which
followed the policies of the Public Relation Department and the Governor of
Ratchaburi, corresponded with the news value notions as proposed by Allan Bell,
and Galtung and Ruge. Besides, in line with the interpretive sociological
notion, the content of the local news was the result of the reporters'

depiction‘and interpretation of the actual events.

In addition to serving the local people, the station, as a local media,
did complement the development of the country through the following four
functions: information or watchman function, policy function, teaching function

and transformation function.

Finally, data also indicated that the abllity of Radio Thailand to
communicate government messages and to act as a feedback channel was rather

limited.
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