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The research of Characteristic of Popular Primetime Thai Television Drama Script During 1992 - 2001 has
the objective to study the characteristic of television scriptwriting, to study the development of narrative method in the
story and to analyze the factor of production and marketing strategy that affected the way and style of television
scriptwriting and make it very successful on primetime from 1992 to 2001. This research used qualitative and textual
analysis method to approach through 20 top-charted television scripts and In-dept interviews of key production Team
(television station executives, producers, scriptwriters, television marketing managers and advertising agencies)

The result showed that mostly of the series of popular primetime T.v. drama gains most popular rating
among people in extraordinary way, the output clearly shows that most scripts which concern mainly on love, big time
success and lots of heavy difficulties between characters (also binary opposition type in love and society status)
brings a guarantee to drama series. Most characters are typed characters, all have quite shallow backgrounds.
Every dialogues are well articulated to show the writers’ discourses which always about love. And the setting is very
predictable to be inside one big house, with all difficulties solved and enjoyable happy-ending.

Along the period of study from 1992 to 2001, what that hasn't changed at all in most successful drama
scripts are conservative plots, bold themes, high conflicts, extreme character differences and ultra-sweetened
endings.  The little changes along today's social context is only the settings, dialogue styles and the strategy to
attract the viewer to the story such as using tempos characters' hostility and explosive endings and the way to convey
the plots. All above factors make the scriptwriting stays where it begins or has very few changes. The external factor
is the TV station’s business policy which has a concern on making profits, so that is the desirable way to make series
that goes along with those policies and people’s taste and makes such huge income. With extended air time, they
bring those drama series to the market which always has to be the story about love. And that is the reason why most
TV production company tries to make more series; they want to catch the eyes of advertisers who always use TV
ratings as their tool to choose where to put their ads. The marketing and producing factor is always the place to look
when we talking about such changing factor to television dramas.
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