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The objectives of this research are to study the relationships between the State and the
Autonomous University a the degree level and to” present an aPrProprlate and workable model
encompassing the various measures ~ volve within the framework of the National Education Act, B.E.
2542, “With reference to the legal framework, it was determined that the measures considered to be
significant in the relationship be ween the State and the autonomaus universities consist of Policy and
Planning, Higher Education Standards, Resource Allocation, and Follow-up, Audits and Evaluation.
The research methodologY employed in this study,belon?s fo the descriptive category. The materials
used in this study are as Tollows;” Experts in thefield o hqher education, persons related to process
leading to the enactment of the National Education Act, B.E. 2542, administrators of related
government, agencies, and presidents of autonomous university aitogether 30 persons in number. The

ata collection was by recorded interviews, followed by focused ?roup discussions according, to the

various measures p_rewousI%( determined. ~ The first "version of the model was then drafted in
accordance with the information collected bg recorded interviews and in line with the various measures
mentioned above. . After reviewing and

=m

nalyzing its_content, the latest draft version was again
reviewed and criticized by a panel 0T senjor experts administrators and related government agencies in
a congo;lsseursmp seminar by the two focus group discussion the final conclusion was therefore
arrived &.

The results of this research can be summarized as follows:

1 The relationships between the State and the autonomous universities should be in the realm
of supervision and augliting utilizing it as,a mechanism where the States would oversee only the
measures related to Policy and Planning, Higher Education Standards, Resource Allocation, Follow-
KP" Auditing and Evaluation, and where the State. would adhere to_the principles stipulated by the

ational Education Act, B.E. 2542. namely devolution of administrative authority, active part|C|foat|on
of relevant stakeholders and good governance jn order to enable autonomous universities more fluidity
In Its operation under its own university council. , o
. 2. The Measures related Policy and Planning. It is the_duty of the State to clearly identify the
Policy and Planning for Development’in Higher Education. The State must set the goal in Fluman
Resorce Production and settle ‘an agreemeit with autonomqus universities in this fneasure which
should include the numbers and disciplines of graduates required as wel| as budget allocation for the
production aiming to forge a better comé)etmon among them without sacnﬂcmg quality and efficiency.

. Higher EduCation Standards. It is the” duty of the State to Implement the National
Framework on"Higher Education in order to be the guidelines for all universities and higher education
nstitutions in the” country to follow. However, thie National Higher Education Framework should
conform to the current trends Jll higher education, particularly the International standards, at the same
time allowing adequate flexibility within the framework. The National Standards should be based on
the outi)ut and outcome competencies of graduates and be in line with the Internal Quality Assurance
as well as the External Quality Assurance System, coupled with innate mechanisni for future
development towards improved standards. _ _ ,

4. The Measure related to Budget Allocation.  The budget allocation by the State should be in
the form of ‘Block Grants' based on Student capitation, disciplines-related and. Performance-Based.
The amount of grants should also ke adjusted according to the uniqueness and identity of individual
university or higher education institution and jncremental bonus should be awarded to institutions,
which have shown themselves to have improved the quality of education, The State should, utilize the
method of hudget allocation as a mechanism to keep instifutions under its funding mechanism in line
with its Po,hﬁy ang Plannlng; Development of Quaggy and Standards of h? |nst|tut|%ns; where the
P%t(lzct)%ﬂsng er Education CommissiorPCommittee he” given the responsibility for these roles and
unctions,

. The State myst des;gn an efficient system for follow-up, auditing and evaluatjon, of university
and higher education Institutions rey ealing thé relevancy of performance ,ff|C|en%and effectiveness to
the |nStitution’s budg(ﬁ allocation (or fe ur[]ent ant%, within the set Policy an Iannm&; In the post-
auditing process. In"the mean time, all h'% er education institutions recejving budget allocation from
the State must also possess and efficient and reliable system of internal auditing and Teporting.
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