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The objectives of this thesis are as follows: 1) to study the conditions and factors
that affect border trade between Mag Sai, Chiangrai province and Tachilek, Shan State, Myanmar 2) to
study Thai’s policy toward the Thai-Myanmar border trade at Mae Sai - Tachilek 3) to study the
attitudes of state offices and entrepreneurs involved in the border trade. This thesis is a qualitative
research.

The finding of this thesis is that the border trade is expanding due to many factors such as 1)
the development of infrastructure in the Quadrangle Economic Co-operation encouraged by “go south
policy” of China supports the expansion of border trade to China 2) the Thai’s policy to develop
economic at border areas and Chiangrai province’s strategy in the framework of ACMECS are
significant factors to the growth of border trade and 3) the social and cultural relationships among Thai,
Myanmar, and Chinese entrepreneurs are also vital factors for the dynamism of these trades.

However, despite the promising growth of trades and economic cooperation in these areas,
there are still some factors which could hinder the success such as the power struggle between the
Myanmar governments and the ethnics armed groups in Shan State which lead to unfavorable
regulations for border trades and the intervention of Security activities in the border areas. Apart from
that, it is found that some of Myanmar officers are inefficient to handle trade regulations. Lack of
inefficient infrastructures is also another obstacle.

Realizing these advantages, Thailand has tried her best to overcome the obstacles by
encouraging many projects involving trade and investments in Myanmar such as agriculture and
industry sectors. Another significant finding is that Chinese entrepreneurs in Thailand, Myanmar and
Yunnan (China) is a vital factors for economic growth in these areas.
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