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The purposes of this research are to investigate the illness and its differences by selected
characteristics of the studied population as well as to examine factors related to medical expenses of those
who were ill during the month prior to the survey. The data used for this study is from the 1995 National
Survey of the Welfare of Elderly in Thailand , SWET. The survey interviewed 7,708 household members
aged 50 years old and over and is the studied sample of the illness. The studied sample of the medical
expenses is 2,209 cases who were ill during the past month.

Results reveal that approximately 43.7 percent of person aged 50 years old and over experienced a
minor illness during the past month. The extent of illness differs significantly by sex, work status, income
and areas of residence. In almost every age group, women displayed a higher proportion who were ill than
men. In rural areas those who were government or state enterprise employees were less likely to be ill than
those who were private employees or selfemployed or other. The proportion who were ill last month declines
as income level increases. Those who live in rural areas are more likely to be ill than their urban counterpart.
It was found that other background characteristics such as age, martial status, educational level were not
significantly associated with illness.

Among those who were ill in the past month, their average medical expenses was 183 bath
compared to 241 bath ofthose who were ill and unable to reimburse the medical bills. Sex, areas of
residence, type of illness and source of medical care for illness were found to be significantly related to the
medical expenses. Women tend to pay higher medical bills than men. Rural residents have lower medical
expenses than urban residents. Those who were ill with respiratory related diseases have the lowest medical
expenses and those who hought their own drugs or self-cured pay the least for their medical costs. Overall,
demographic, social and economic factors each explained only 2 percent, while type of illness and source of
health care explained about 11 percent of variation in the medical expenses.
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