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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the problems, impact, and satisfaction of the
new entrance system and to propose the appropriate entrance system in the future. Samples
consisted of 7 groups. They were (1) 1,197 students who came to the entrance examination in
April, 2001 and 3,090 students studying in Mathayomsuksa 4-6, (2) 220 students’ parents who
showed at the entrance examination in April, 2001 and 842 students’ parents whose students
studying in Mathayomsuksa 4-6, (3) 545 teachers, (4) 90 instructors or administrators in public
universities, (5) 616 freshmen in public or private universities, (6) 20 owners of tutoring
institute, and (7) 25 educators.

For data collection there were 2 phrases. Phrase 1, data were collected from students and
their parents who came to the entrance examination in April, 2001. The results from this phrase
would be used for the 2™ phrase plan. Phrase 2, d~ta were collected from 7 groups as follows: (1)
Mathayomsuksa 4-6 students, (2) students’ parents, (3) teachers, (4) instructors or administrators
in public universities, (5) freshmen in public or private universities, (6) owners of tutoring
institute, and (7) educators. The instruments were questionnaires and 2 interviewing forms.
Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the sample profile and their opinions. The chi-square
test was used to check the equality of k proportions. Kruskal-Wallis test was used to analyze
the difference of the median among k populations and its post hoc comparision, for discrete data.
The Analysis of Variance was used to analyze the difference of the mean among k populations
and LSD was used for the post hoc comparision , for continuous data. The content analysis was
performed for the qualitative data. Finally, the results from 7 sources of data were synthesized.

The major findings were as follows:

1. The 6 samples agreed that the problems of the entrance system was at the middle
level. The three highest problems were (1) the system made students focus on the entrance
examination too much, (2) students and their parents got high stress, (3) the system made them
spend more money to the tutoring institute. On the other hand, educators concluded that the big

problem was on the standard of GPAX and PR from different schools. The next problems were
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the difficulty of the exam questions each time was unequal, the time of the examination was not
appropriate to the school system, and the system increased number of students to the tutors.

2. The opinions of 6 samples agreed that the three most impact of the entrance system
were on the competition for the good GPAX , students rushed their studying, and teachers rushed
their teaching. In addition, the direct impact on stydents were worse healthy, less time for
relaxing and exercising, no time for hobby and school activities; whereas, the educators thought
that the positive impact of the system was on the having more than one times per year of the exam
because testing twice a year could make students up their scores and lower their stress. The
negative impact was that the system made students too concentrate on the entrance examination.

3. The three highest satisfaction of the 6 samples were to know the score before making
the decision in choosing the faculty, to Lkave a test twice a year, and to be able to select the
highest score before applying to the university. On the contrary, lowest satisfaction were the
exam time during March and December, Justice and transparency of the system, and the weight
of each factor m selection process.

4. The 4 most important causes making students pass the entrance exam were knowing
the score before making the decision in choosing the faculty, the study plan, the high school
GPAX, and the practice on entrance examination questions.

5. The entrance system in the future should consist of 5 factors: the fundamental subject
scores with the weight of 40%, the specific subject score with the weight of 20%, the aptitude
test score with the weight of 18%, the high school GPAX with the weight of 12%, and the PR
with the weight of 10%. In addition, we should count the score from the moral practice. For the
management, the results suggested to have an independent organization in handling the entrance
examination. In educators’ ideas they agreed with 4 factors in the selection process such as
academic achievement, aptitude test, student’ s interest, and the high school GPAX. Moreover,
they recommended to add the essay exam format, working for the public activities, and the moral
evaluation. For management, educators also suggested having an independent organization in
responsibility on this issue and each university provided selection criteria. They also
recommended to continue having the examination twice a year, changing the raw score to the
standard score before combining scores from each time because of the differences in difficulties

of the examination, and choosing only 2-3 faculties a time.



viii
6. After synthesizing 7 sources of sample data, the proposed entrance system in the

future could be concluded as follows: (1) having an independent organization in responsibility of
the entrance system, (2) selecting factors are from 4 domains: cognitive domain, affective
domain, skill domain, and health domain. The synthesized results reco‘mmended that general
aptitude score and the high school GPAX equated by using the national examination were
accounted for the cognitive domain. The moral practice and working for the public were
accounted for affective domain. A one-month working experience in the field they like and the
score from the specific subject areas were accounted for the skill domain. Lastly, healthy score
from the national examination they had in school was accounted for the health domain, (3)
having the examination twice a year and students could keep their scores 1-2 years, (4) each

university provided the selection criteria and gave them to the independent organization.
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