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This thesis uses hermeneutics theory and qualitative research methods lo
analyze the contents of Ministry of Education - approved textbooks in terms of political
meaning construction on the 1932 event. The textbooks analyzed were published
between 1932 and 1973. The hypothesis is that the contents changed according to the
political, economic and social contexts and gave meaning to the '932 event and “the
democratic system” in such a way as to give legitimacy to the political elites of the

consecutive regimes.

The study found that the contents of the textbooks on the 1932 event and “the
democratic system” were harmonious with the political ideas of the government of power
holders in each period. This is because all of the governments had policies of revising
the textbooks and the curricula. Therefore, it was found that there were no textbooks
which did not support the group that held power at that time. This is because
governmental power holders always wanted to use textbooks as a political socializing
instrument to produce “good citizens” in ways congruent with the political regime

favored by the governmental power holders so as to legitimize their power.
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