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The objective of this research ISto study (1) the portrayal of women in lyrics of Tirai country
songs durig 1982-1997, (2) the roles of Thai country songs in Thai society following the portrayal of women in
their lyrics and (3) the factors affecting portrayal of women in lyrics of Thai country songs. In this research, the
songs are divided into 2 groups according to the period of time : the songs of 1982-1992 and the songs of 1993-
1997. To study the portrayal of women in lyrics of Thai country songs and roles of Tirai country songs, data
analysis was undertaken through content analysis, based on the feminist theory and the concept of media roles.
To study the factors affecting the portrayal of women in lyrics of Thai country songs, data analysis was
undertaken through some interviews with composers and organization executives and a study of documents
relating to Thai country songs , based on the theory of the media organization in its context and the concepts of
Thai country songs.

The results of the research reveal that Thai country songs in both periods portrayed 3 kinds of
women traditional women, modem women and mixed-type women. The portrayal of women improved in the
songs during the second period both in terms of quantity and quality. The modem women portrayal was
presented at a higher percentage whereas traditional women was presented at a lower percentage in the songs
during the second period. In addition, the portrayal of women in the songs during the second period was more
nearly equal to men than portrayal of women in the songs during the first period.

The research, moreover, indicates that the roles of Thai country songs also improved in the songs
during the second period. The songs during the second penod acted as a social change mechanism more than the
reinforcer while the songs during the first period acted as a social change mechanism in the same quantity as the
reinforcer.

About the factors affecting the portrayal of women in lyrics of Thai country songs, the most crucial
factor that affects the portrayal of women is the internal factor involved with organization executives, followed
by the factor involved with attributes of Thai country songs and the external factors which include social context,
competitors and audience’s preference. Tire least crucial factor is the internal factor involved with composers.
From 1977, the Thai country song business has been dominated by capitalism. As aresult, the composers working
in the business circle are always interfered with by the organization executives both directly and indirectly. They
are influenced to compose suitable songs for the social context and the direction of the market.
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