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UWANNO, Ph.D. 324 pp. ISBN 974-331-507-1.

The objective of this research is to study the role of the Thai
Parliament ill lawmaking by focusing on the role of the People's Party in
the legislative process from 1932 to 1946, the period since the revolution
of the People's Party to the end of its power.

I'The study shows that since the revolution brought about in 1932
by tile People's Party to changed tile regime of governinent from absolute
moaarch to monarcay under the law, tile Party had ill every, possible fashion
exercised its power to influence organs of tile State it had established,
amc 1y the Par liamcllt and the Council of Ministers. Its success had
rend crcd it the moSt powerfUl political group of the time . Therefore,it is
Ulls rprilsifly that the substance and objectives of tlic laws passed during
this PCriod crc fund aillelltaly for the preservation and mailltcllalicc of the
poli tical power of the Party. On the other hand, a number of laws were
cuactcd with all objective of cradicating its polit ical rivais and those
haVillg diffcrcut views out of the political realm. Finally it had bee ome
thc sole. political group wliich had true political might .

Polit ical agenda of tile People's Party were not the only factors

affect illg luc 1legislativc process. The study also reveal that tile politic
ccOllomiclal and social contexts as well as the structure and composi tiOll of
tuc Pari iaillellt and the bureaucracy all affected the subs tance and tll

prOccdUrial niat'tcr of tile Pari iamcut.

In addition, it is found frou the study that tile pattern of the
single Parliament all members of which were appointed according to the fir
Constitution or that whose members derived equally from appointment and
election all owed a group having political power, wiich was the People's Pa
to influence the legislative process. The single Parliament pattern was al
an important reason of the confrontation between the Monarch and the Parli
leading to the consequent abdication of King Prajadhipok in 1934.
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