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The objectives of this research are to study and explore current performance of THAICOM
in comparison with the objectives of the THAICOM project, and to analyze the roles of THAICOM
as Thai national satellite system so that understanding of Thailand’s first communications satellites
can be improved and knowledge constituents about a status of Thai broadcasting communications
can be enhanced. With a focus on performance of the three THAICOM satellites, this is a
descriptive research conducted by interviews, literature reviews, and observation on related
television programs.

The research shows that these three THAICOM satellites as Thai national satellite
system play a vital role in meeting the growth of Thai communications as evidently seen in growing
domestic users of the transponder after availability of the THAICOM. Nevertheless, there has been
a potential for service cancellation of the unsatisfied users due to diminishing significance of the
role in several aspects.

In addition, THAICOM s also Thailand’s first communications satellite owned by the
Ministry of Transport and Communications, which is entitled to benefit from concessionaires who
simultaneously run the THAICOM enterprises as a major profitable business.

Upon a matter of public concern, THAICOM performs as a medium, to some extent, for
providing news throughout the country, and creating equality of educational opportunity through the
project of education promotion in remote areas. In a similar manner, the role of THAICOM in
improving the Direct-to-Home Broadcasting remains inconsistent with the objectives of the
THAICOM project. These two ongoing problems derived mainly from economic weaknesses.
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