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The research aimed to analyze signs, codes and codification in Japanese comics in the light
of meaning transmission to readers. The study employed qualitative research and used the concepts of

semiology, cartoon theory and Japanese culture as the conceptual framework for data analysis.

The research results show 6 pattems of narration. The characters in the stories have certain
functions. These stones dearly continue in a chronological order. The patterns comprise: ) hero
travelling, villian fights with hero, helper helps hero and hero beats vilian; 2) princess meets hero,
vililan obstructs relationship between hero and princess, helper helps hero and/or princess and
princess reunites with hero; 3) hero meets princess and princess helps hero; 4) hero deceived by
vilian, helper helps hero and villian supressed by helper; 6) hero meets vilian, donor gives magic
powers to hero, false hero exposed by hero, and helper arrests false hero and; 6) hero embarassed by
vilian, helper helps hero and hero helps helper

Signs in Japanese comics are categorized as 3 types: ) icon (i.e. natural environment,
clothing, belongings and construction materials; 2) index (i.e. size of cartoon, conventional clothing,
emotional expression of the cartoon, use of light and colouring of scene and various uses of lives and;
3) symbol (i.e. symboals of speech or narration, symbols of emotional expression and symboals of sound.
Besides, the Japanese comics possess 4 types of codes: ) product codes; 2) social codes; 3) cultural
codes; and 4) personal codes. They are codified by various significant features of Japanese culture,
including: ) traditional festival, 2) activity; 3) teles; 4) consumption; 5) everyday living; 6) dressing;
7) emotional expression; 8) meaning transmission; and 9) diversion. These cultural codes are used as a

tod to direct and codify the production of Japanese comics.
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