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The objective of this research is to study the beginning, the existing and the future of hand -made
books in Thailand in terms of its motivated and facilitated factors, roles, formats, contents and policies. Data
concerning hand-made book in Thailand were collected by conducting content analysis and in-depth
interview among hand-made books distributors (i.e. Gaga Bart, Bai Mai Pa, Book By Hand and Thai Writers),
journalism professors, newspaper practitioners and book writers.

The findings of the research reveal that hand-made books in Thalland were first appeared in 1996.The
regression of economy in Thailand in 1996, the changing of social and political trends, and the rapidly growth
of information technologies were circumstance factors motivated the rising of hand-made books in Thailand .

addition, hand-made hbokproducers were driven by their inner factors such as demands for
business autonomy and the individual inspiration. ~ general, the target group of hand-made books in Thalland
is high school students to university students with 18-30 years old, who are interested in reading and literature.
Most hand-made book format and styles are magazine, short story, poem, fictions as well as fable. They are
simply produced by hand using folding method or binding by sewing, gluing or stapling method, and
published by duplicator machine. Mostly, the distribution methods of hand-made books are self-management
through direct sale or sale in art or book festivals, book stores, e-commerce sale and subscribing.

Furthermore, the result of this research shows that hand-made books in Thailand plays a limited
atemative media role since they can be only channels which serve a group of people who want to
communicate their own messages and ideas. However, they could not be achieving the function of the ideal
atemative media due to the lack of variety of contents, which cannot meet the readers' needs and
requirements. Besides, the results reveal that hand-made book makers unite into group for mainly a marketing
purpose. They produce hand-made hbooks in order to gain business advantage or profit as well as wait for
opportunity to get into the big publishing or writing business, not produce hand-made books for being as the
alternative media for the readers as expected.
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