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# # 5987274220 : MAJOR HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
KEYWORD: Buddha Nature, Mahayana Buddhist Scriptures, Chinese Order of Sangha, Human and Social
Development
Kittakorn Jutakiat : STUDY ON BUDDHA NATURE IN MAHAYANA BUDDHIST SCRIPTURES AND PERCEPTION OF
CHINESE ORDER OF SANGHA IN THAILAND IN ORDER TO PROMOTE HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT..
Advisor: PINIT LAPTHANANON, Ph.D.

This research was conducted by two main methodologies: documentary research and field research. Firstly,
the study aimed to find out concepts and components of the Buddha nature from various Buddhist scriptures: Taisho
Shinshu Tripitaka, Heart Sutra, Mahayana Mahaparinirvana Sutra, and Lotus Sutra. Secondly, the field research applied the
qualitative research method of in-depth interview to collect data from key informants: hierarchical monks in Chinese

Order of Sangha in Thailand. The data were analyzed by using content analysis.

The documentary research of Buddhist scriptures shows that faithfulness of the Buddha nature is based on
the beliefs of inherent purity of fundamental nature in all sentient beings. Education of Buddha nature from the
doctrines can clarify that the heart of Buddhism is permanent, true happiness, essence and luminousness. The doctrines
appear in everything and everywhere and every time. Practice of Buddha nature is the process to provide maturity and
reproduction of Buddha seed by developing the mental formations and to turn it for being Buddhahood. Knowledges
and comprehension of monks in Chinese Order of Sangha in Thailand show that faithfulness of Buddha nature is to
believe in Buddhahood of the essence of mind in all sentient beings. Education of Buddha nature can form
consciousness, Intellect, sentiment and body, including the study of social circumstances and cultures. The practice of
Buddha nature is self-improvement by concentration on the natural truth. Knowledges and comprehension of the monks
in the contexts of Buddha nature towards human development find that self-development is self-contemplation and
that all human defilements can be removed from the mind. This process can support mind development to be ready
for helping other people. In the contexts of social development, when people can develop their mind and access the
Buddha nature, they will do good things and actions in every time and chance. This process can be practiced for all
nations and religions without any restriction, as well as can promote social actions for global peace of all well-beings

without discomposure both inside and outside mind.

This research finds that the connections between knowledges of the Buddha nature in Tripitaka as well as
Buddhist scriptures and the monks’ comprehension of the Buddha nature based on the Buddha teachings in Chinese
Order of Sangha in Thailand at present can be applied to promote human and social development, particularly on the

significance of people’s mind development in accordance with the natural truth.

Field of Study: Human and Social Development Student's Signature .......ccccoccevveneenrence.

Academic Year: 2019 Advisor's Signature .........cocceeveveenennce.
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