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Her Serene Highness Princess Chalermketr Magala. (1892-1957) was a
grand-daughter of King Rama IV. She was married to HRH. Prince
jLopburi and had three sons. After the death of her husband, HSH.
jmoved to her new palace, Mungkla Satarn, on Sukumvit Road which is
jnow the Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines. HSH.was very
jfond of Thai theatre, dance and music and had been producing
iperformances throughout her life. At the palace, she began her
[productions with khon in 1942 for the her birthday. Later, she
jestablishedda troupe called Chu Nat Durinyanga Silp to perform
various kinds of thai theatre forms. Her troupe performed regularly
|at her palace as an outdoor theatre using corners of the palace as
[the scenery. The troupe occasionally performed elsewhere on
jauspicious occasions such as the opening of Chulalongkorn University
[auditorium. Beside traditional performances, she introduced some
hew innovation in costumes and scenery. She also created a new
genre called Lakon Pood Slaap Ram or spoken drama with dance to the
[Thai audience. Her audience were from all walks of lives and many
[of them were frequent goers to her plays. The troupe produced
jregular performances for about fifteen years including Khon, Lakon
Jof all styles, dance and skid shows. Thoughout these years, many
[performers were social elites and many of these actors and actresses
made their debut or were influenced by her productions and became
well established later on. However,, since her death in 1957, her
name, her troupe and her contribution to Thai theatre were gradually
disappeared and finally forgotten. This thesis seems to be the very
[first step to rediscover them as another page of the Thai theatre
pnd dance history.
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