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|Effects of dioscorine (DCR) were tested on rat cerebellar Purkinje
cells by means of microiontophoresis. It was observed that DR consistently
excited sjpontaneous firing of Purkinje cells. When tested against responses
of Purkinjje cells to inhibitory putative neurotransmitters, namely, GABA
glycine, [tauring, 5-hydroxytryptamine, and noradrenaline, it was observed
that DOR [produced blockade of depressant actions of all these neurotransmitters,
while thej actions of excitatory putative neurotransmitters, glutamate and
aspartatei| remained unaffected.

l’it IS suggested that DCRmay act on Purkinje cells via ion channel
mechanisnj which is common to all inhibitory neurotransmitters, namely,
potassiuiri channels, or chloride channels, or both.
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