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[Effects o f dioscorine (DCR) were te s te d  on r a t  c e re b e lla r  Purkinje
;

c e l ls  by means of m icroiontophoresis. I t  was observed th a t  DCR co n s is ten tly
excited sjpontaneous f i r in g  of Purkinje c e l l s .  When te s te d  ag a in st responses
of Purkinjje c e l ls  to  in h ib ito ry  p u ta tiv e  n eu ro transm itters , namely, GABA,!
glycine, [taurine, 5-hydroxytryptamine, and noradrenaline, i t  was observed 
th a t DCR [produced blockade of depressant ac tions of a l l  these neuro transm itters, 
while thej ac tions of ex c ita to ry  pu ta tive  n eu ro transm itters , glutamate and 
aspartatei, remained unaffected .

IIII
jit i s  suggested th a t  DCR may a c t on Purkinje c e l l s  v ia  ion channelI

mechanisnj which i s  common to  a l l  in h ib ito ry  neuro transm itters , namely, 
potassiuiri channels, or ch lo ride channels, o r both.
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