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Beloved
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(Indentured Servant)
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Incidents in the Life ofa Slave Girl
. 1813

15

Jacobs Free School

The national Association of Colored Women 1896

12
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lam aware that some of my adventures may seem incredible; but they are,
nevertheless, strictly true. 1

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
(L. Maria Child)

(AMY POST)
The Society of Friends in the state of New York

After the labors of the day were over, she traced secretly and wearily, by
midnight lamp, a truthful record of her eventful life.2

Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the life of a slave girl. (New York: Signet Classic, 2000), p. xvii.

2 Ibid., p.230.
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(George . Lowther)

Ihave been well acquainted with the author from my boyhood. The
circumstances recounted in her history are perfectly familiar to me. I knew of
her treatment from her master; ... lam now a resient of Boston, and am a
living witness to the truth of this interesting narrative.3

(Henry Louis Gates JR.)
. .1926

The Bondwoman’s Narrative by

Hannah Crafts, a Fugitive Slave, Recently Escape from North Carolina 301

3 Ibid., p.231.



(Gothic) (Sentimental Novel)

.. 1853- 18614

presenting this record of plain unvarnished facts to a generous public |
feel a certain degree of diffidence and self-distrust. ...Being the truth it
makes no pretensions to romance, and relating events as they occurred it

has no especial reference to a moral, but to those who regard truth as
stranger than fiction ...6

4 Hannah Crafts, The bondwoman's narrative. (New York: Warner Book, 2002), pp. ix - Xxxi

5 ibid., p.xxxv.
6 lbid., p.4.

15



2.12

(Indentured  Servant)

(Margaretta Thorn)

Our Nig

16
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She was indeed a slave, in every sense of the word; and a lonely one, too. 7
1 (Allica)
Too sick to do domestic work, she has felt
herself obliged to resort another method of procuring her bread - that of writing an
Autobiography.8

Sketches from the Life of a Free Black, in a Two-

Story White House, North. Showing that Slavery's Shadows Fall Even There.

2.13

. .1993

7Harriet E Adams Wilson, Our Nig. (New York: Vintage Books, 2002), p.46.

81bid., p.137.



Beloved

Beloved
(Margaret Garner)
. .1851

(Magical Realism)

Beloved
. .1988

18



(Autobiography)

2.2

221

' (Bernard . Bell)
2 L (. .1853 - 1865) 2.
(. .1865-1902) 9

Bernard . Bell, The Afro-American novel and its tradition. (Massachusettes: University of

Massachusettes Press, 1989), p. 37.

19
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Browns
Clotel: or the Presidents Daughter: A Narrative of Slave Life in the United States
. .1853 Frank Webbs The Garies and Their Friends . .1857

Our Nig

“Written by Herself D

. .1865 - 1902

Lucinda MacKethan, Genres of Southern literature [Online]. North Carolina State University:
2004. Available from: http://www.southernspaces.ora/contents/2004/mackethan/5b.v2.htm 2006.

January 12]


http://www.southernspaces.ora/contents/2004/mackethan/5b.v2.htm_%e0%b9%822006
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American Romanticism Realism 1

*

(Contemporary  Afro-American  Novel) (Neo Slave
Narrative)
i/
Beloved
4
(African American) (1619-1865)
4 The Bondwoman's Narrative (Hannah Crafts) Our
Nig; or, Sketches From the Life of a Free Black (Harriet E
Adams Wilson) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Harriet Jacobs)
Beloved (Toni Morrison)
} Beloved
2.2.2
4
2

11 Bell, The Afro-American novel and its tradition, p.56.

PlLucinda MacKethan, Genres of Southern literature [Online]. North Carolina State University:
2004. Available from: httD:/mww.southernsDaces.ora/contents/2004/mackethan/5b.v2.htm  2006.

January 12]


http://www.southernsDaces.ora/contents/2004/mackethan/5b.v2.htm

22
(Autobiography) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl The Bondwomant
Narrative Our Nig; or, Sketches From the Life ofa Free Black
(Neo Slave Narrative)
Beloved

2221

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Autobiography)

Reader be assured this narrative is no fiction. ... Ihave concealed the names
of places, and given persons fictitious names. I'had no motive for secrecy on
my own account, but Ideemed itkind and considerate towards otehrs to
pirsie this course. 13

(Linda Brent) Harriet Jacobs writing @  Linda
Brent

Incidents in the Llife of a Slave
Girls '
(Linda)

BJacobs, Incidents inthe life of a slave girl, p.xvi.



The Bondwoman$ Narrative

(Slave Narrative)

(Dr.Flint)

23



(Melodrama)

(Happy Ending)

24



(Sentimental Novel)

(Motive)
Melodrama

25



Our Nig

(Gathic)

26
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Our Nig The Bondwoman's
Narrative Our Nig

Beloved

(Sethe)

1873
(Sweet Home) (Kentucky)

13 (Bahy Suggs)
3
(Cincinnati) Underground Railroad
(Halle)

(Denver)
(Ohio)



(Beloved)

(Paul

)

2222

18

(Denver)

28



Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

The Bondwoman$t Narrative

Our Nig

1 1

29
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Beloved

Incidents the Life of a Slave Girl

| was resolved to stand up for my rights, ... Let every colored man and
woman do this, and eventually we shall cease to be trampled under foot by
ouroppressors. 4

Beloved

* ibid., p.199.
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Love it. Love it hard. Yonder they do not love your flesh. They despise it
They don't love your eyes; they just as soon as picked em out. No more do
they  love the skin on your back. Yonder they flay it. And 0 my people they
do not love your hands. Those they only use, tie, hind, chop off and leave
empty. Love your hands! Love them. Raise them up and kiss them. Touch
others with them, pat them together, stroke them on your face *cause they
dont love that either. You got to love it, you! And no, they aint in love with
your mouth. Yonder, out there, they will see it broken and break it again.
What you say out of itthey will not heed. What you scream from itthey do not
hear. What you put into itto nourish your body they will snatch away and give
you leavins instead. No, they dont love your mouth. You got to love it. This is
flesh I'm talking about here. Flesh that needs to be loved. Feet that need to
rest and to dance; backs that need support; shoulders that need arms,
strong arms I'm telling you. And 0 my people, out yonder, hear me, they do
not love your neck unnoosed and straight. So love your neck; puta hand on
it, grace it, stroke itand hold it up. And all your inside parts that they'd just as
soon as slop for hogs, you got to love them. The dark, dark liver- love it, love
itand the beat and beating heart, love that too. More than eyes or feet. More
than lungs that have yet to draw free air. More than your life holding womb
and your life-giving private parts, hear me now, love your heart.55

Incidents in the
Life of a Slave Girl

15
Toni Morrison, Beloved, (London: Vintage, 1997), pp.88-89.
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the colored servants
ought to be dissatisfied with themselves, for not having too much self-respect to submit to such
treatment.B

Beloved

30

Jacobs, Incidents in the life of a slave girl, p.199.
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22.2.3

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

Iwas born a slave; but Inever knew it till six years of happy chilhood
had passed away. U

If God had bestowed beauty upon her, it will prove her greatest
curse. That which commands admiration in the white woman only hastens
the degradation of the female slave.1

17 Ibid., p.1.

B bid., p.2s.
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Whatever slavery might do to me, it could not shackle my children. If
I fell a sacrifice, my little ones were saved. Itwas well for me that my simple
heart believed all that had been promised for their welfare. It is always better
to trust than to doubt.19

The Bondwoman’ Narrative
(Stock Character)

She was a small brown woman, with a profusion of wavy curly hair, large
bright eyes, and delicate feaures with the exception of her lips which were
too large, full, and red. She dressed in very good taste and her manner
seemed perfect but for an uncomfortable habit she had seeming to watch
everybody as though she feared them or thought them enemies. ... she was
haunted by a shadow or phantom apparent only to herself, and perhaps
even the more dreadful for that.2)

Bibid., p.123.

D Crafts, The bondwoman’s narrative, p.27.
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“Slaves were slaves to him, and nothing more. Practically he regarded them
not as men and women, but in the same light as horses or other domestic
animals. ... Of course | had nothing to expect from him, yet “where there’s a

will there’'s away.” 2

“The life of a slave at best is not a pleasant one, but | had formed a
resolution to always look on the bright side of things, to be industrious,
cheerful, and true-hearted, to do some good though in an humble way, and
to win some love if Icould. “l'am a slave” thus my thoughts would run. “Ican
never be great, nor rich; [cannot hold an elevated position in society, but |
can do my duty, and be kind in the sure and certain hope of an eternal
reward. {"} 2

2 Ibid., p.6.

2 Ibid.,p.16.
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“..I grew older, and was enable to manifest my good intentions, not so much
by words, as a manner of sympathy and consideration for every one, Iwas
quite astonished to see how much Iwas trusted and confined in, Iwas made
the repository of secrets, and how the week, the sick, and the suffering came
to me for advice and assistance. Then the little slave children were almost
entirely confided to my care. Ihope that lwas good and gentle to them; for |
pitied their hard and cruel fate very much, and used to think that,
notwithstanding all the labor and trouble they gave me, if I could so
discharge my duty by them that in their lives | should be amply repaid.” 3

"...| forgot that moment the disparity in our conditions, and that lapproached
and spoke to her as though she had been my sister or a very dear friend, but
sorrow and affliction and death make us all equal, ... save her if Icould. "2

“You have inquired what you shall do” I began “and though it
becomes not a slave to advise Ithink the question might be satisfactorily answered.” 5

Ibid.p. 11.
Ibid.p.44.

25
Ibid.,p.48.



37

Our Nig

(Our ng)

Strange, one spark of playfulness could remain amid such constant toil; but
her natural temperament was in a high degree mirthful, and the
encouragement she received form Jack and the hired men, constantly
natured the inclination. When she had none of the Family around to be merry
with, she would amuse herself with the animals.b

** Wilson, Our Nig, pp.53-54.
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Nothing turns her from her steadfast purpose of elevating herself. Reposing
on God, she has thus far journey securely.Z7

Beloved
(Margaret Garner)
. .1851

“I'got a tree on my back and a haint in my house, and nothing in
between but the daughter Iam holding in my arms. No more running - from
nothing. [will never run from another thing on this earth. Itook one journey
and | paid for the ticket, but let me tell you something, Paul D Garner; it cost
too much! Do you hear me? It cost too much. Now sit down and eat with us
or leave us be.” @

Ibid.,pp.130.
BThomas Satterwhite Noble, Margaret Garner a Boone County. Kentucky Slave - her tragic story
[Online], (n.d.). Available from: httD:/Aww.rootsweb.com/~kvDendle/slavemaroaretoarner.htm [2005.
August 15]
* Morrison, Beloved, p.15.


http://www.rootsweb.com/~kvDendle/slavemaroaretoarner.htm
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I'll explain to her, even though Idon't have to. Why Idid it Ho if Ihadn? killed
her she would have died and that is something Icould not near to happen to
her. When | explain it she'll understand, because she understands

everything already.3

** Ibid.,p.200.
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2224

Incident’ in the Life of a Slave Girl

this narrative is no fiction. ... on the contrary, my descriptions fall far short of
the facts. Ihave concealed the names of places and given persons fictitious
namesd

| have not written my experiences in order to attract attention to myself; on
the contrary, it would have been more pleasant to me to have been silent
about my own history. Neither do | care to excite sympathy for my own
sufferings. But | do earnestly desire to arouse the women of the North to a
realizing sense of he condition of two millions of women at the South, still in
bondage, suffering what I suffered, and most of them far worse. | want to
add my testimony to that of abler pens to convince the people of the Free
States what Slavery really is.2

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

Jacobs, Incidents in the life of a slave girl, p.xvii.

Ibid.,pp. xvii-xviii.
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0 reader, can you imagine my joy? No, you cannot, unless you have heen a slave
mother.3

order rightly to enjoy the contents of this letter, the reader must bear in
mind that the Flint family supposed Ihad been at the north many years.
They had no idea that Iknew of the doctor’s three excursions to New York
insearch of me;3

The Bondwomans  Narrative
(Fictional Slave Narrative) 1
Incident’ in the Life ofa Slave Girl The Bondwoman’ Narrative '
Incidents in the Life of a Slave
The Bondwomant Narrative
(Henry Louis Gates) (Slave Narrative)
(Fiction of Slavery)

Ibid.,p.196.

34
Ibid.,p.193.
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The Bondwoman’ Narrative 1

Our  Nig 3

You can philosophize, gentle reader, upon the impropriety of
such unions, and preach dozens of sermons on the evils of amalgamation.®

“she”

“She

Still an invalid, she asks your sympathy, gentle reader. Refuse not, because
some part of her history is unknown, save by the Omniscient God. Enough
has been unrolled to demand your sympathy and aid.3

Beloved 3
(Stream  of

Consciousness)

3 Wilson. Our Nig, p.13.

36
Ibid.,p.130.
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(Full stop)

She

43



Beloved

44

..she is the laugh lam the laughter  Isee her face which is
mine it is the face that was going to smile at me in he place where we
crouched  now she isgoingto  her face comes through the water  a
hotthing  herface is mine  she is not smiling  she is chewing and
swallowing  Ihave to have myface  lgoin  tograss opens  she
opensit  lam inthe water and she iscoming  there is no round hasket
no iron circle aroud her neck  she goes up where the diamonds are |
follow her .3

124

¥ Morrison, Beloved, pp.212-213.
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3 124 Blue Stone Road
Beloved

(Magical Ralism)
' 1
(Gabriel Garcia Marquez)

Magical Realism is a literary form in which odd, eerie, and dreamlike
tales are related as ifthe events were commonplace. Magical Realism is the
opposite of the "once-upon-a- time” style of story telling in which the author
emphasizes the fantastic quality of imaginary events.  the world of magic
realism, the narrator speaks of the surreal so naturally it becomes real.3

Diane Rutledge, Magical Realism fOnlinel. (n.d.k Available from: www.sDrinafield.k12.il.us

[2005, June 30]
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http://www.sDrinafield.k12.il.us

(Neol Slave Narrative)

124

(Autobiography)
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Melodrama

Sentimental

Beloved

Beloved
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