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The objectives of this research are to study the contexts of the
government-owned large-scaled dam or resrevoir projects, to explore the
extent to which government agencies allow public to participate in as well
as their obstacles, to collect opinions from several related groups and to
recommend how to deal with the issue. The research was conducted using
documentary  analysis and indepth interview of project officials,
environmentalists and opinion leaders of three cases: Pak Moon dam, Kaeng
Sua Ten dam and Pa Sak dam.

Key findings of the study were concluded into 3 aspects. Firstly,
public have difficulties learning the complication of technical knowledge
and understanding bureaucracy.  They participated more in some flexible
projects.  Value judgement and the benefit-lost controversy of the project
encouraged villagers to participate.  Secondly, participation in the
project was mainly a passive one. The obstruction of public participation
are lacks of information, the problems in conducting public hearing, and
the characteristics of government officers and people. Thirdly, indepth
interview reveals that respondents hold different approaches to public
participation. In conclusion,  respondents proposed that participation
should be offered at the planning stage (Environmental Impact Assesment-
EIA) through providing final comments. Public includes people from various
sectors in society, however those who will be damaged are the first
priority. Participants should be well educated and ethical. Finally, for
the successful implementation of public participation, the appropriate
changes should be applied to the laws, government agencies and public.
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