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Sample of Open-Ended Questions Asked During Interviews

1. Could you please tell me a little about your family
and your life before you met your husbhand?

2. When, where and how did you meet your husband?
3. What attracted you to him - does it still?

4.  When you decided to get married what were your
families' reactions?

5. How nu*h did you know about Thailand before you came
ere’

6. What were your expectations of marriage and the
future?

7. Have your expectations changed?
8. How would you describe your marriage?

Have you noticed any changes in_your hushand's
behaviour since you've been living in Thailand?

10, Have you had any Problems living in Thailand due to
language or culture?

11.  What have been your greatest difficulties/strengths
in living in Thailand?

12, How do you get on with your in-laws?

13, What do you like/dislike most about living in
Thailand?

14, What changes have you noticed in Thailand and Thai
society since you've heen here?

15, Do you have many friends here?
16. How accepted do you feel?

17. What difference do you think there would be if you
and your husband Shared the same culture?

18. If you were to do it (marry your hushand) again,
would you make any changes
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Copy Of Questionnaire

Please read the questions carefully and check'the most appropriate answer. Where you
check 'otherlplease glve details. Iryou would like to make any more indepth comments
please feel free to add them at the énd of the questionnaire. Thank you.

A: About You:

1 Sex: Male 13 Ifyes, please state year(s), approximate duration
Female of stay and number of visit(s).

o 2 Date & Place of Birth:

14 what was the purpose of your visit(s)?

3 Nationality:_ ___ Business
__ Holiday
4 Ethnic Origins: _ Traveling
_ Other
5 Religion:
15 Did you know your spouse before your first visit?
6 Occupation: _Yes
No
7 Do youdoanyofthe following work on a
regular basis? 16 When you firstwent, did you have ‘culture shock’?
volunteer/charity _ Yes
socialwork . No
freelance 1
other, please state 17 1f Yes, what ‘shocked’you most?

8 AVhat isyour first language?
18 When you first went could you speak the language?

9 What other languages do you speak? _Yes, very well
Language  Ability (circle) Yes, a littie
fluent/good/OK/poor _ No, notatall
fluent/good/OK/poor
fluent/good/OK/poor 19 1f No, can you speak it now?
fluent/gocd/OK/poor _Yes,very well
Yes, a little
10 Did you know anything about your spouse’s No, not at all
country before you married him/her?
Yes 20 Where/when did you learn to speak it?
Yes, a little
No

B: About Your Spouse:
11 I1f Yes, what was your source of information?

_ Movies 21 Date & Place of Birth:
___ Literature
_ Study 22 Nationality:
__ Business
Lived there 23 Ethnic Origins:

Other, please state
24 Religion:.
12 Have you ever visited your spouse's country?
Yes 25 Occupation:
No (please go to part B)
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26 Does your partner do any of the following work _ Yes, alittle
on aregular basis? No, not at all
volunteer/charity
socialwork 37 If No, can your partner speak it now?
freelance Yes, very well
other, please state Yes, a little
No, not at ah

27 ' hatisyour partner’s first language?
38 Where/when did he/sbe learn to speak it?

28 What other languages does your partner speak?

Language Ability (circle)
fluent/good/OK/poor C:About Your Relationship
fluent/good/OK/poor
fluent/good/OK/poor 39 Month/Year first met spouse:
fluent/good/OK/poor 40 Your age at that time:

41 Partner’s age:

29 Did s/he know anything about your country

before s/he married you? 42 In which country/city did you meet each other?
_ Yes
Yes, a little
No (please go to question 31) 43 Is that country/city
histher home country/city
30 What was your spouse’s source of information? your home country/town
Movies 1 other, please stale
Literature
Study 44 Wi.at was.-your.situation when you met your partner?
Business You were astudent
Lived there s/he was a student
Other, please state you were on holiday
s/he was on holiday
31 Has s/he ever been to your country? you were working (doing what)
Yes s/he was working (doing what)
No (please go to part C) other, please give details
32 Please state year(s), approximate duration 45 How did you first meet?
of stay and number of visit(s). at school/college/university
at work

friends introduced you

33 Whatwas the purpose of your partner’s visit( )? in a bar/club
_ Business other, please give details _
Holiday
Traveling 46 How long had you known each other before you
Other got married?
0 —6 months
34 When s/he first went, did s/he have culture shock? 6 months — Lyear
.. Yes 1—2years
No 2 —5years

More than 5years, please state
35 If Yes, what ‘shocked’ the most?
47 Date and place of marriage
(if two services, eg one ineach country please stale)
36 When s/he first went could s/he speak the language?
Yes very well



48 Please check which type(s) of marriage you had.
‘traditional’ Thai

Western/Christian church service?
office registration, in Thailand

office registration, in another country
other, please state

49 Did members of either family attend the service(s)?

Yes, members from both our families
Yes, members of my family only

Yes, members of my spouses’ family only

No, they couldn’t make it
No, we didn’t tell them

50 Countrylcity of abode immediately after marriage.

51 At that time were you and your spouse living
on your own

with your family

with your partner’s family

other

52 Where else have you lived together, please give
approximate dates and duration.

53 How long have you lived at your present address?

54 Areyou and your spouse still living together?
Yes
No (please go to question 56)

55 Are you and your spouse currently Living
on your own

with your family

with your partner’s family

other

(please go to question 58)

56 Areyou currently living

on your own

with your family

with your partner’s family '
with friends

with a new partner

other

57 Isyour spouse currently living
onhis\herown
with your family
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with his/her family
with friends

with a new partner
other

58 Inwhich language did you first communicate
with your partner?

Thai

Your own, please state

Both

Other, please state

59 Inwhich language do you communicate with
your partner now?

Tirai

Your own, please state

Both

Other, piease state

60 In which language do you communicate with
your children (if any)

Thai

Your own, please state

Both

Other, please stale

61 Have you ever found communication a problem
due to language difficulties?
__Yes, often
Yes, sometimes
No, not often
Never

62 Have you ever found communication a problem
due to differences in culture?
Yes, often
Yes, sometimes
No, not often
Never

63 Ifyes, in what ways? Please give examples.

64 Did you have any major expectations about
married life prior to your marriage?
Yes
No

65 Ifyes, what?



66 If Yes to questions 61-65 above, have you ever
discussed them with your partner?
Yes, before marriage
Yes after mariage
Yes, before and after marriage
No, never

67 Have your eépectations changed since marriage?
&
No

68 Ifyes, ofwhat?
Perception of roles
Living environment
Your partner’s family
Other

69 Did/do you have any major disappointments
about married life?
Yes
No

70 If Yes, what?

7L 1f Yes, werefare you able to discuss them
with your partner?
Yes _
No (please go to question 74)

72 If Yes, wasfis she understanding?
\N(es
0

73 Did/does anything change as a result of
your discussions?
Yes, tilings improve
Not much, but it helps to talk
No

74 1f No, who did/do you confide in?

family

friends

other, please state '

75 What/who was your greatest difficulty in
adjusting to your married life?

76 What/who was your greatest strength in
adjusting to married Life?
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77 What was your family’s reaction to your marriage?
(ﬁlease circle best adjective) .
Angry, shocked, upset, worried, OK, happy, overjoyed

78 What was your spouse’s family reaction to your marriagt
(Elease circle best adjective) .
Angry, shocked, upset, worried, OK, happy, overjoyed

79 Are you still together? .
\N(es (please go to question 95)
0

80 If No, are you
separated?
divorced?

81 When did you separate/divorce? (month/year)

82 Do you thinl\<(s/he changed after your marriage?
s
No

83 Ifyes, how andin what ways?

8 Do you thinl\<(you changed after your marriage?
ES
~— No

8 1fyes, howand in what ways?

86 Do you think your relationship would have been better
ifyou had tr$ same cultural/linguistic background?
€S
— No
87 Do you/yoursg)ouse plan to return to your/his/her
home country’
Yes .
No (please go to question 90)

88 Ifyes, when do you/your spouse plan to go?

89 Ifyou have c\pildren who will have custody?
o
—Yourspouse
Other



90 If No, why not?
the children are here
have a good job here
like living here
nothing to go back for
other, please state

91 Have you re—married?
Yes _
No (please go to question 93)

92 Isyour new Fartner

Farang

(ple’c)s’eqot to qW

93 If No, WouIVou consider marrying again?
— No

94 If Yes would you consider marrying
__aTha
a Farang
either

(nleaseo to question 100)

9 How would you describe your marriage?
difficult
—boring

happy
average

9 What makes it difficult? (check any that apply)
you or your artners amily?
financial difficulties
emotional/personal incompatability
cultural/linguistic misunderstandings
your children

other

97 What makes it happy? (check any that apply)
you or your partner’s famllyE

financial security

emotional/personal computability

cultural/linguistic understanding

your children

other

98 Do you think it would make any difference if
you shared t\r}e same cultural background?
es
No
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99 Ifyes, howand in what ways?

100 Do you ever seriously consider separating
fromyour spouse?
Yes
No

101 If Yes, what stops ytl)u?
[ was only an
the child¥en W
scared to be alone
etter the devil you know’
caﬂ 'tafford to leave
ther

fglrlgﬂnv? [%ues}] 102—1%rﬁ9§rd theparter

102 How often do you (does your spouse) visit your
(hisfher) home country?
Once a year
Twice ayear
Once every 2 years
More frequently
Less frequently
Never

103 How often do your(does your spouse’s) friends/ .
family visit you?

Once year

Twice year

Once every 2 years

More frequently

Less frequently

Never

104 Do you (does your spouse) miss home?
Yes
No

105 What do youF (d(ées your spouse) miss most?
00
Climate
Friends
Family
Other

106 How do you (does your spouse) feel after a visit home
Rejuvinated
Glad to Ire back in Thailand
Deﬁressed

. Other




IG? ; doyou (docs your spouse) like most about
living in Thailand?
People
Culture
Weather
Food
Other

108 What do you (does rour spouse) dislike most
about living in Thailand?
Traffic
Pollution
People
Culture
Weather
__ Other

109 Do you have children?

\,\(Ies (please go to part C)
0

110 Do you plan to have children?
Yes (please go to part ¢, No. 126)
No (please go to part D)

C. Children

111 Please complete the chart below with
information about your children
Dateof  Place of TR
Birth Birth Sex Nationality

112 Do your children have
___ Thai names
Farang names
Both
Other

113 Do your children know family members on
both sides?

ge? famil

nly my fami

OnI¥ myg partn%r’s family

No, neither

114 Have they visited both of their parents’
home countries
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Yes

Only mine

Only my partner’s
No, neither

115 Axe your children bi-lingual?
Yes
No, they only speak Thai
Other

116 Are your children bi-cultural?
Yes
—No

117 Do your children ever have any difficulties
being luuk krung?
Yes, often
Yes, sometimes
No

118 If Yes, does it
Upset them
Upset you
doesn’t worry either of you
other

119 Where do such difficulties occur most often?
at school
at restaurants
everywhere
other

120 Do your children ever have any advantages
being ‘luuk krung?
Yes, often
Yes, sometimes
No

12’ If les, please give examples

122 Are your ch%l(dren at school?

&S
No, they’re too (\{oung
No, they've graduated already

123 Are/were yo\t} satisfied with their education?
8
No

124 1f No, arefwere you worried about
standnral/level of studies
stndnra/level of teaching
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124 cont. o ,
discipline ___environment ‘
influence of other children economy
financial strain society
other

128 Ifyou separated from your spouse would you
125 If they are siudying/bave studied abroad who keep the children?
dofdid they live with? _ Ve _
Relatives (farang) _ No(please go to question  130)
Relatives (Thai Would not separate (go toquestion 131)
Friends (farang
— Friends (Thai) 129 If Yes, where would you stay?
School accomodation Thailand
Other _ Other, Where?

L o (Pleasego to question 131)
126 ! ere (which mty/countr?Q do you think is the
f

best place to bring up children? 130 If No, why not?
"Not allowed custody
Can'tafford to keep them
127 For what reasons? Don’t want them
education Other, please state

safety

131 Please complete the box below about your children’s education,
if they are not at school, then fill in as you would like it to be
Thai Thai estern
. Local  Internat’l (where)  Other

Primar

Secondary

Vocationa

University

D: Family Background

132 Please complete the table below, with information about yout Earfents, and your brothers and sisters.
tick if an
Level of ((rave_l y Year  No.of
Relations  Age Occupatioi Education experience Married ~ Children
Mother
Father
Siblings:-



133 Please complete the labje below, with information about your spouse’s parents, and brothers and sisters. *

:  Levelof Travel  Year  No.of
Relations  Age Occupntioi Education experience Married  Children

Mother
- Father
Siblings: -

E: Further Details
If you would be willing to give further detni's/be interviewed please check here

ouwould like to receive the results of this survey, please check here

I
(I¥ne|ther ofthe. hove applies, then it is not necessary to complete the details elow)

Name
Address
Telephone

Ifyou would like to make any comments, or suggestions to further this study, please
feel free to write your ideas here.

Thank you for your co-operation o
All information will be trfced  as confidential and any examples used or quoted will be given pseudonyms.
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