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The objectives of this research are to study the nature of the entertainment news
coverage in Thai popular newspapers, to examine the polices of the entertainment news editorial
staff, to probe into the news sources’ perspectives, and to analyze the mutual relationships between
the attribution and the news reportersfeditors.

The study chose three popular newspapers-namely Thai Rath, Daily News and Khao
Sod-as samples. Using the rotation sampling method, the research sampled out a one-day
coverage for each week, rotating from Monday to Sunday, during a 12-week period from April 1 to
June 30, 2000. The sampling size amounts to 12 samples for each newspaper and 36 samples
total. To represent the entertainment news editorial staff, depth interviews were conducted with 15
news editors and reporters from the three newspapers in the study. On the other segment, 75
samples of the entertainment news sources were represented by means of convenience sampling,
using questionnaire interviews for stars, actors/actresses and production teams.

It was found that the policies of entertainment news coverage were oriented toward high-
profile news coverage by means of factual reporting and in accordance with journalistic roles and
ethics. As a rule, the editorial polices go against getting excessively involved, subjective or personal
with the sources, Plus, journalistic ethics forbids reporters to subject themselves under the influences
of their news sources.

The analysis of the findings shows that the most covered stories were the activities of the
people in the limelight, followed by their private lives which contribute to human interest news. Most
news coverage usually revolved around objective and positive approaches. Negative coverage
amounted to a mere 1.82 percent.

Furthermore, the survey of the entertainment news sources reveals that as high as 84
percent of the television drama and film production staff claimed having had, by their own
experience, erroneous news report and coverage. They shared a view that the entertainment news
coverage was mostly inclined more toward sensationalism and color news than substantial truth or
body matter. The most dissatisfaction, as expressed by the sources, concerns unfair treatment of the
sources and unsubstantial news content. The news coverage least wanted by the sources concerns
their private lives and muckraking on them. Moreover, the sources expected the reporters to report
truthfully without fabrication, blow-up or hype-up in order to sell the stories. On the other hand, they
wanted more coverage of their artistic work than their private matters.

conclusion, the sources had different needs in news coverage as compared to the
reporters/editors.  particular, they did not want so much coverage on their personal lives as
commonly practiced intoday's newspapers.
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