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The p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  w ere  to  s t u d y  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
n u r s e s '  a b i l i t y  i n  c a r i n g  f o r  d y in g  p a t i e n t s ,  g o v e r n m e n ta l  h o s p i t a l s ,  Bangkok 
M e t r o p o l i s ,  and to  s t u d y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e ,  
knowledge  a b o u t  c a r i n g  f o r  d y i n g  p a t i e n t s ,  b e l i e f  a b o u t  d e a t h ,  e x p e r i e n c e  
a b o u t  d e a t h  and d y in g  and r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e ,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s '  a b i l i t y  
i n  c a r i n g  f o r  d y in g  p a t i e n t s .  The r e s e a r c h  s u b j e c t s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  354 n u r s e s  
w o rk in g  i n  g e n e r a l  u n i t s  and i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t s ,  s e l e c t e d  by m u l t i s t a g e  
s a m p l in g  t e c h n i q u e .  S i x  ques t ionnâ tes  were  u s e d  to  c o l l e c t  r e s e a r c h  d a t a .

The m a jo r  f i n d i n g s  were  as  f o l l o w e d  ะ
1. The mean o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s '  a b i l i t y  i n  c a r i n g  f o r  dy ing  

p a t i e n t s  was i n  t h e  medium l e v e l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  means o f  t h e  above a b i l i t y  
i n  each  s t e p  o f  n u r s i n g  p r o c e s s ,  which  w ere  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  p l a n n i n g ,  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  and t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  c a r e  f o r  t h e  d y in g  p a t i e n t ,  were  in  t h e  
medium l e v e l .

2 .  There  were  p o s i t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a t  t h e  low l e v e l  
be tween  e x p e r i e n c e  a b o u t  d e a t h  and d y i n g ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  and 
r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e ,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s ' a b i l i t y  i n  c a r i n g  f o r  d y in g  
p a t i e n t s ,  a t  t h e  .05 l e v e l .

3.  The re  were  no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw een  knowledge  a b o u t  
c a r i n g  f o r  d y in g  p a t i e n t s  and b e l i e f  a b o u t  d e a t h ,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s '  
a b i l i t y  i n  c a r i n g  f o r  d y in g  p a t i e n t s .

4 .  F a c t o r s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  p r e d i c t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s '  a b i l i t y  in  
c a r i n g  f o r  d y in g  p a t i e n t s  were  e x p e r i e n c e  a b o u t  d e a t h  and d y i n g ,  r e l i g i o u s  
p r a c t i c e  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e ,  a t  .05 l e v e l .  These p r e d i c t o r s  a c c o u n t e d  
f o r  10 .85  p e r c e n t  (R = .1085)  o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e .
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