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. The_Purposes of this research were to study responses to illness of
chronically ill patients, and to determine variables which would be able to
predict the responses to illness of chronically ill patients. Research
sami)lles consisted of 210 myocardial infarction, _hygertensmn and diabetes
mellitus patients, from oufpatient departments in”Government Hospitals
located in Bangkok Metropolis. Data were collected by using structured
interviews which were developed by the researcher. Descriptive analysis,
multiple correlation and stepwise multiple regression analysis were used to
analyze the gathered data. _
The major findings were as the followings:- . _

. 1. Responses to illness of chronically ill patients was in the
higher level, that is, the chronically ill éJatlents_had_sllghtIy adapted
their actions, feelings and thoughts related to their life styles. .

_ _Sex, age, education, perception of illness, perceﬁuon of family
reaction to illness, perception of environment, perception of nealth service
and temperament and personality style were positively and significantly
correlated with responses to illness of chronically ill patients, at the .05
level, whereas, length of illness was negatively and S|gn|f|cant|y related to
responses to illness of chronically ill patients, at the .05 level.

3. The 48.93 percent of variance in responses to illness of
chronically ill patients were explained by perception of illness, temperament

and personality style, length of illness, perception of environment, sex and
education.
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