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LALITA YUWANAKORN ะ THE ANALYSIS OF TRANSLATED JAPANESE COMIC BOOK 
FOR YOUTH. THESIS ADVISOR ะ NISA XUTO,M.A. 255  pp.

Purpose o f t h i s  research  i s  to  study production , d is tr ib u t io n  by 
p u b lish er s , q u a n tity , t i t l e ,  theme, reading app rop riation , in c lu d in g  reading  
behavior and a tt itu d e  o f  teen agers towards Japanese Comic Book, which were 
published  during 1987-1988.

Samples o f  the study are composed o f two p u b lish er s , 234 Japanese 
Comic Book and 400 M.l to  M.6 stu d en ts from c e n tr a l region  government sch o o l 
in Bangkok, during sch o o l year 1988.

Instrum ent used in  the study are in terv iew , g en era l survey, con ten t 
a n a ly s is ,  appropriate eva lu a tio n  c r i t e r ia  and q u e stio n a ir e  developed by 
research er.

F ind in gs o f th e study are as fo llo w s  :
1. P u b lish ers ะ

Because o f high demand on Japanese Comic Books and no s p e c i f i c  
l ic e n s e  to  any p u b lish er s , market o f the book i s  high co m p etitiv e . However, 
th ere  are problems in production  o f comic books such as the p r in t in g  error  
and d u p lica tio n  o f the same t i t l e s .  These are r e su lte d  from th e sh ortage o f  - 
s k i l le d  p erso n a l, u nread in ess o f resou rces in production and h u stlen essT

2. Japanese Comic Books
2.1  There are 610 Japanese Comic Books p u b lish ed  during  

1987-88. Most o f them are the one-book ended type with the p rice  o f 10, 12 
and 15 Baht. Body o f the books are front cover, back cover and content, with 
consisted  o f 100-200 pages.2 .2  About contents, main theme of the books are "love", • 
"challenge", "horror” and "ghost" which were related  to  the te e n a g e - life . '■ They a lso  inolude the crea tiv e  e th ic s  that stim ulate the' imagination of the 
readers which normally appropriated with a c to rs ' characters and behaviors.

About il lu s tr a t io n  and language usage, even the books 
are presented in b ea u tifu l drawings, using short and understandable words l ik e  whatusually be used by teenages, however, they a lso  present some 
p ictu res and words which can be considered "taboo" such as hug and k iss,, 
nude, sex image and cruel crime. M is-sp ellin g  and m is-using o f words 
are a lso  be found through out the book such as m is-sp e llin g  and p lacing of 
tone, vowel and alphabet,including slang and sex words. ~2 .3  O verall evaluation of the Japanese Comic Books for  
teenages i s  ranked a t sa tis fa c to r y  le v e l .

3 Teerages r@âid6rs3 .1  90 percent o f Thai teenages who know and read Japanese 
Comic Books have been influenced by peers whom'continuously read the books.

Reading behaviors o f most teenages are to  purchase and 
read the one-book ended by se le c t in g  from excerpt” p rice  and t i t l e .3 .2  Most Thai teenages preferred Japanese Comic Books because of drawing presentation  o f front cover, contents, main theme, in s id e-p ic tu re , book-size, number o f pages and leading characters.Drawing about sex images are considered as 'usual even t'.
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