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SUCHADA DEVAPHALIN ะ ThAI SLANGS IN DAILY NEWSPAPERS. THESIS ADVISOR: 
ASST. PROF. PEANSIRI E. VONGVIPANOND, Ph.D . 90 pp.

This th e s is  has two o b je c tiv e s  ะ f i r s t l y  to study and c la s s i fy  slan gs  
in  Thai and secondly to find out whether there are system atic formation 
p rocesses for producing slan g s. The data are c o lle c te d  from columns 
exp ressin g  s o c ia l  and p o l i t ic a l  op in ions in  4 sen sa tio n a l d a ily  newspapers ะ 
THAIRAJ, DAILY NEWS, DAWSIAM a.J NAEWNA during 1985.

The study revea ls  that s la n g s can be categorized  in to  two types ะ 

sy n th e tic  slan gs and a r t i f i c i a l  s la n g s . Synthetic slan gs can e x h ib it  th eir  
slang meaning independently of theiT  l in g u is t ic  contextT L e x ic o lo g ic a lly ,  
th ese  slan gs can be c la s s i f ie d  in to  s ix  types ะ words w ith l e x i c a l  m od ifica tion , 
phuan words, loan words, onomatopoeic words, words w ith  sound symbolism and 
new compounds. A r t i f ic ia l  slan gs occur when one incongruently  uses regular  
words in  s p e c if ic  co n tex ts . The fa c t  that slangs can be produced almost on a 
d a ily  b a s is  in  th ese  newspapers ะ.-:ท be taken as an evidence of the fa c t that 
slang usage of regular woruS and slan g  formation are part o f a n a tiv e  speaker's  
competence. W riters of the columns irom which the data in  th is  study are 
c o lle c te d  can always in tersp erse  slan gs in  th eir  work Though they may not be 
a b le  to  e x p l ic i t ly  l i s t  the slang formation processes they use.
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