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_ ~This thesis has two obgectives firstly to study and classify slangs
in Thai and secondly to find out whether there dre systemratic formation
processes for producing slangs. The data are collected from columns

expressing social and political opinions in 4 sensational daily newspapers
THAIRAJ, DAILY NEWS, DAWSIAM a.J RIBEV\Mduring 1985. y bap

. The study reveals that slangs can be categorized into two types |
srnthetlc slangs and artificial slangs, Synthetic slangs can exhibit their
slang meaning |ndependent¥_ of theiT Imqmstlc contextT Lexmologlcall}/_, ,
these slangs can be classified into Six types words with lexical modification,
phuan words, loan words, onomatopoeic words, words with sound symbolism and
new compounds., Artificial slangs occur when one mcongruently uses reqular
words in specific contexts. The fact that slangs can_ be produced almost on a
daily basis in these newspapers - be taken as an evidence of the fact that
slang usage of reqular woruS and slang formation are part of a native speaker's
competence. Writers of the columns ifom which the data in this study are
collected can always. intersperse slangs in their work  Though they may not be
able to explicitly list the slang formation processes they use.
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