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# # 6187284020 : MAJOR HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

KEYWORD: Spatial Identity Transition Yaowarat Community Old Market
Nattawut Rungrotsitichai : CHANGES AND IMPACTS TOWARD SPATIAL IDENTITY OF THE OLD MARKET
TRADITIONAL SHOP - HOUSES IN YAOWARAT COMMUNITY, BANGKOK’S CHINATOWN. Advisor: SAYAMOL
CHAROENRATANA, Ph.D.

Yaowarat community’s “Old Market” area is a substantial commercial area and is also considered a
residential neighborhood of the original Thai-Chinese people. At present, it still illustrates the traditional way of life for
the Thai-Chinese people in Yaowarat area and is an exclusive local fresh market within the district of Yaowarat. The
purposes of this study are 1) to identify the process of change of the spatial identity of the commercial shops within the
old market area of Yaowarat community; 2) to identify the impacts of the spatial identity of the commercial shops within
the old market area of Yaowarat community; and 3) to study the causes, factors, and characteristics that are elements in

changing the spatial identity of the commercial shops in the old market area of Yaowarat community.

This study is qualitative research consisting of two parts: Document research, also study and collect field
data in the old market area of Yaowarat community. The process was conducted by in-depth interviews from formal
interviews with key informants including local historian in Yaowarat area, business owner residents of the Yaowarat
community's old market area, people involved in the old market area of Yaowarat community with a total of 15
participants, as well as preliminary interviews with 20 visitors to the old market area of Yaowarat community, together

with the use of non - participation observation and geo social mapping.

The results of the research revealed that: 1) The old market areas were socially and culturally transitioned
throughout time. The spatial identity of the old markets remains a residential and commercial area for the Thai-Chinese
community; 2) There is a change, forming by newcoming shops within the area in response to customer needs that have
changed from the economic expansion; 3) Tourism has played a role in Yaowarat area in being a variable of change
towards the commercial space in the old market area; 4) The spatial identity of the old markets remains a significant
commercial area for the Thai-Chinese community. It depicts the livelihood of the Thai-Chinese people in the old market
area or Leng Buay Eiah market of Yaowarat community, even though the societal context in the area has changed in the

midst of time.

Field of Study: Human and Social Development Student's Signature .........cocceevreeneenes

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature .........cceccoeeeeerie.
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