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Tidaporn Sandee : THE IMPACT AND ADJUSTMENT DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AMONG
ARTISTS. Advisor: SAYAMOL CHAROENRATANA, Ph.D.

The negative impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic create problems for each occupation
group differently. One of the most clearly affected groups is the artists. This study aims to 1) study the
development and changes in working conditions of artists during the time of COVID-19 2) study the
impact and adaptation of the artists due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 3) suggest appropriate adaptation
methods for the artists in crisis. The subjects in the study are the artists who worked during the night
at entertainment venues including nightclubs, pubs, restaurants, and food centers to describe the
impacts of COVID-19 on the artists. A qualitative research methodology was used, consisting of

document research and in-depth interviews with seven musicians.

The results of the research showed that 1) the artists had unsuitable employment
conditions, such as no employment contracts, and a lack of income stability. 2) The main impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic on the artists is work, especially having lower income due to closing
entertainment venues and the format of the music event has been changed. These cause the artists
to be cut down or laid off. Moreover, unemployment leads to Mental Health Effects that impact their
lives, especially the burden of expenses that remain the same or even increase resulting in having to
adapt to a new way of life; and 3) The unemployment of musicians affects the economy which causes
insufficient income to live. They adjusted themselves by finding a second job, such as food deliver,
music teacher, assistant restaurant manager. In addition, there was a change of working hours from
night to day, Work From Home, working on the music track, composing music, performing music via
online media platforms such as Facebook, and practicing new skills. The artists’ way of life is not
different from other professions, such as changing working styles, saving together with cost reduction,

and planning more for the future.
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