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KEYWORD: China’s Belt and Road Initiative, Egypt Vision 2030, Strategic location
Pradabporn Wongpanya : EGYPTIAN-SINO RELATIONS DURING 2018-2021: A
CASE STUDY OF THE BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr.
CHOOKIAT PANASPORNPRASIT

This Individual study (IS) aims to study Egypt’s national interest through
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) by consulting traditional geopolitical concept.
It finds that Egypt realizes that its strategic location will help contribute to the
success of BRI and has undergone economic reform to attract investments from
China and other foreign countries. Furthermore, China and Egypt agree that the
development goals of BRI and Egypt Vision 2030 are in line with each other. China
has thus invested in Egyptian economy, especially infrastructure development in
flagship projects of BRI and Egypt Vision 2030, such as Suez Economic and Trade
Cooperation Zone, Suez Canal axis development project, and the New
Administrative Capital. However, Egypt has not benefited economically or
politically from BRI as it should have. Throughout 8 years of Egypt’s participation in
BRI, China has only invested in 4 BRI projects in Egypt. In fact, China has not been
the main investor in Egypt, and Sino-Egyptian relations further face a challenge
with regard to the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD). Egypt also has to
maintain its relations with the United States, for too much dependence on China
could lead to a decrease in or suspension of military assistance from the United

States.
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Trade Solution (online, 2017-2018), Statista.
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6 Kyle Haddad-Fonda, "THE DOMESTIC SIGNIFICANCE OF CHINA’S POLICY TOWARD EGYPT, 1955-
1957," The Chinese Historical Review 21, no. 1 (June 25 2014),
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> Juan Chen, "Strategic Synergy between Egypt “Vision 2030” and China’s“Belt and Road”
Initiative," Outlines of global transformations: politics, economics, law 11, no. 5 (2018),
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' Selim and Moaaz, “Sino-Egyptian Relations Post-2013: The Dynamics and Challenges of an

Emerging Strategic Partnership,”p. 365.

' Chen, “Strategic Synergy between Egypt “Vision 2030” and China’s“Belt and Road,”pp. 220 — 221.

18

The Return of Geopolitics: In the Post-Arab Spring Middle East, the Forces of geopolitics and geo-
economics are shaping the region and potentially point to a more cooperative future," The Cairo

Review of Global Affair, The Cairo Review of Global Affair, 2019, accessed June 27, 2022. p. 75.

19 w

The geopolitics of Egypt: Strengths, Opportunities, Constraints and Vulnerabilities," Policy
Center for the New South, updated June 28, 2016, accessed June 27, 2022,
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