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The socio-political and economic contexts showed that freedom of the press in Thailand has often been curtailed. There
was no true market place of ideas. Those who wish to communicate among themselves or express their ideas to the public
must set up their own ‘alternative press’.

Today, Prachadharma News Agency (PNN) is one of the ‘alternative press’ whose aim is to disseminate news and
information from the people’s sector to the public in general. PNN acts as the mediator between the grassroots and its readers.

The objectives of this research are two—fold. Firstly, the research investigates how and in what ways could PNN access the
mainstream media. Secondly, the research evaluates how PNN attempt to achieve its objectives and expections. The research
is a historical and organization research. The methods employed are documentation, interview and observation. In addition,
content analysis of 4 major daily newspapers who subscribe to PNN were carried out to analyze how news produced by PNN
were used in these papers. These are, Khao Sod, Matichon, Manager Daily and the Bangkok Post.

After the revolution in 1932 (BE 2475) the political change opened the way for an expansion of the mainstream press as
well as for the establishment of an ‘alternative press’. The study showed that there are two major developments of the
‘alternative press’ during the past decades.

1. The previous generations of alternative press mainly published political theories and commentaries critical of the
governments. They also expounded social realism in their literary columns, novels and short stories. The present alternative
press, such as PNN, however, took a different step to open the space directly for the voice of the people in its news reports.
Thus, the people speak while PNN narrates.

2. The set up of the news organizations in the past were based on contributions from intellectuals who published the
journal or from business funding. PNN, on the contrary, employed a public co-operative strategy to set up the organization.

The research finding showed that although PNN’s aim is to be a professional news agency it has several short-comings.
The principle one is in its definition on news which differs from the news values of the mainstream commercial press. In
addition, there are weaknesses in the administration and the process of news production. As a result, there are few
subscribers from the mainstream newspapers.

In comparing between PNN and the 4 major dailies the research found that they differed a great deal in their organization
set up, policy, administration, finance and personnel. The editorial and news selection, the background of the journalists which
define how ‘professional’ a news organization is also differed tremendously. Finally, the externalities, such as, industrial
competition, advertising revenue, publisher / owner, readers and the general socio-political and economic contexts also vary

between the commercial press and the alternative press.
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