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PARICHART SATHAPITANONDA SAROBOL,Ph.D. 133pp. ISBN 974-332-363-5.

The objective of this research is to study the pefcgptions of Keereewong community members
toward the concept of ecotourism, communication patterns -in managing the ecotourism in Keereeu;'ong
community, rol.a of community leaders, problems and their solutions in managing ecotourism. A qualitative
research with the ethnographic approach was app[ied. The participant observation technique and in-dept

interviewing technique were used to collect data from 31 samples in Keereewong community.

The resultsr are as follows:

1. The people in Keercewong perceived the ecotourism as the conservative toﬁrism in terms
of its non destruction, local accommodation and locql participation,

2.. Four communication patterns are found : infoﬁnal twoway communication ; formal two-
way oommunication with high interaction ; formal two-way communicﬁtion with less interaction gnd
informat one-way communication . |
" 3. The leaders in Keecreewong are the formal and informal leaders. The formal leaders
inciude village chief, viilage headmen, members of district administrative council. The informal leaders include
senior citizen, leaders and members of the local organizations, These leaders take part as members of
.ecotourism in Keereewong by setting up the working group, implementing ecotourism plan and regulations
and providing information and services to tourists. : '

4. The problems of ccotourism management in Keereewong community ' come from both
intérnal and external factors. 'ihe internal factors include information confusion, conflict among local leaders,
irregulation cooperation, etc. The external factor include TOT’s over reaction. The local solutions suggested

by the villagers include : applying the kinship relation, election new committee members, reforming the

management system and increasing the responsibility district administrative council,
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