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## 4280212122 : MAJOR : PHILOSOPHY

KEY WORD : KARMA / HELL/ DAMNATION / AFTERLIFE / RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY / PUNISHMENT
SUPHATRA WONGSAKUL : THE CONCEPT OF PUNISHMENT IN BUDDHISM AND CHRISTIANITY. THESIS
ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. SUWANNA SATHA-ANAND, Ph.D., THESIS CO-ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. NUANGNOI
BOONYANATE , 81 pp. ISBN 974-17-1742-3.

The objective of this thesis is to study the concept of punishment in
Buddhism and Christianity. Both religions agree that afterlife punishment exists
because human beings are moral beings and therefore have to accept
responsibility for their own actions. In Buddhism, although there is no definite
“judge” figure, there is aset of punishments based on the Law of Karma, which
justly distributes deserved punishment to all sinners, either in this life or the next.
On the other hand, in Christianity, the role of the judge clearly belongs to God,
who will reward the righteous with eternal life or pass on the sinners the
sentence of eternal damnation. This concept of hell as infinite punishment has

brought about related arguments from the point of view of moral justice.

Although the concept of punishment differs in the two religions, a common
conclusion can be drawn from them. Thisis that punishment leads to greater
distance from spiritual enlightenment. In Buddhism, the more serious the sin a
person commits, the farther she/he is from spiritual enlightenment ; however, in
Christianity, committing. a martal sin will bring about everlasting punishment, which

can signify separation from God forever.
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