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The aim of this thesis is to evaluate the coherentist theory of justification as
applied to religious beliefs, such as the one that God does exist and to see whether
such a theory is indeed appropriate as a theory of justification of religious beliefs. | offer
an argument that commonly accepted theories of justification, such as the
foundationalist ones, are not appropriate for justifying religious beliefs, the coherentist
theory is thus the viable alternative. However, such a theory needs to explain how and
why justified beliefs are related to truth, and | offer an argument that's Pojman’s and
Alston’s arguments that do not rely on the necessary tie between justification and truth
should be accepted. Louis P. Pojman’s perspectivist theory that seeks to contextualize
human cognition under conceptual schemes belonging to individuals or communities,
and William P. Alston’s idea that is purported to explain how justification and beliefs
grounding religious practices is a preliminary one serving the practices of individuals or
communities, are intensively studied and discussed. What is important in Alston’s
proposal is that he separates truth from justified religious beliefs. Thus the cogency and
tenability of his argument'is dependent upon the acceptance, and supporting argument
to the effect that truth and justification can indeed be separated. The thesis offers such
an argument and concludes that the coherentist theory is indeed a more appropriate

one as'the theory of justification of religious beliefs.
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? “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things that are

not seen” (Heb. 11:1) Kenneth Konyndyk, “Faith and-evidentialism” in-Rational religious

belief, & moral commitment: New essays in the philosophy of religion, eds. Robert Audi

and William J. Wainwright (Newyork: Cornell University Press, 1986), p. 82.
* “without faith it is impossible to please God, for he that comes to God must

believe that he is, and that he is rewarder of those who seek after him” (Heb. 11:6) Ibid.
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® “g firm-and-certain knowledge of God’s benevolence toward us, founded on the
truth of the freely given promise in Christ, both revealed to our minds and sealed upon
our hearts through-the Holy Spirit” (Institutes I11, i, 14)- Kenneth Konyndyk; “Faith and

evidentialism” in Rational religious belief, & moral commitment: New essays in the

philosophy of religion, eds. Robert Audi and William J. Wainwright, Ibid., p. 92.

® “When we call ‘knowledge’ we do not mean comprehension of the sort that is
commonly concerned with those things which fall under human sense perception. For
faith is so far above sense that man’s mind has to go beyond and rise above itself in
order to attain it. Even where the mind has attained, it does not comprehend what it feel”

(Institutes 111, ii, 13) Ibid., p. 93.
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Tﬂﬁ‘m@ St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica 1a, 2. 3., Trans. Thomas Gilby

OP. (London: Blackfriars edn., 1966).
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" sitis wrong always, everywhere and for-anyone, to believe anything upon

insufficient evidence” W. K. Clifford, “The ethics of belief”, in Philosophy of religion:

Anthology, 3" ed., eds. Louis P. Pojman (Newyork: Wadsworth, 1998), p. 403.

" Ibid., p. 402.

" “The danger to society is not merely that it should believe wrong things,
though that is great enough; but that it should become credulous, and lose the habit of
testing things and inquiring into them; for then it must sink back into savagery.” Ibid., p.

403.
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" Tﬂﬁ?m@ Kenneth Konyndyk, “Faith and evidentialism” in'Rational religious belief,

& moral commitment: New-essays-in the philosophy of religion, eds. Robert: Audi and

William J. ' Wainwright, Ibid., p. 100.
" “The not entertaining any Proposition with greater assurance than the proofs it
is built upon will warrant.” in Kenneth Konyndyk, “Faith and evidentialism”, Rational

religious belief, & moral commitment: New essays in the philosophy of religion, eds.

Robert Audi and William J. Wainwright, Ibid., p. 103. 1t/sag John Locke, An essay

concerning human understanding, eds. Peter H. Nidditch (Oxford: the Clarendon Press,

1975) p. 697.
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