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The objectives of this study were 1o study administrators and teachers' understanding and praptice
of developmentally appropriate practice on creating a caring community of learners, teaching to enhance child
development and leaming, constructing appropriate curriculum, assessing children's development and
learning, building reciprocal relationship with parents, and program policies. Samples were 100 administrators
and 232 teachers in Office of National Primary Education Commission, Office of the Private Education
Commissian, Ministry of University Affairs and Office of Rajabhat Institutes Councils at Chiang Mai,
Khon Kean, Songkhla and Bangkok in 1999 academic vyear. Data collection methods were a test of
developmentally appropriate practice, a questionnaire, an interview and an observation.

Findings were that the understanding of administrators and teachers was at medium level acceording
to the test score of decision making situations. The most understanding of administrators was the selection of
sarly childhood teachers for increasing preschool children, and the less understanding’ s was about the
present policy in communicatind with children in the school. The most understanding of teachers was reporting
results of children assessment, and I'ess understanding's was to create more complex experiences and
learning materials when the children had already done and drilled.

The practices of administraters and teachers according to the level of their understandings at
substances of the study were as follows:

At the high level of understanding, there were: creating both physical and social environments;
participating in leaming activities with chitdren in a large group, a small group and an individual; integrating
curriculum; using a portfclic assessment; cooperating parents and staffs; and encouraging am ongoing
professional development.

At the medium level of understanding, there were: craating physical epvironmen_t; participating in
fearning activitiés with children in a large group and an individual, using a prescribed curriculum plan;
assessing by readiness tests; inviting parents to participate in school activifies; and supporting teachers to
engage in-service training,

At the low level of understanding, there were: not creating physicai and. social environment;
participating in leaming activities with children in a large group; not integrating curriculum; assessing by
readiness tests; providing information to parents; and not being interested in teachers who experience of train

in garly childhood education.
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