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# # 4183690927 : MAJOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

KEY WORD : ENVIRONMENTAL / INFANT / TODDLER / CHILD CARE CENTERS
DUANGPORN HOAMUANGKAEW : A STUDY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ARRANGEMENT
IN THE PRIVATE CHILD CARE CENTERS UNDER THE PUBLIC WELFARE DEPARTMENT,
BANGKOK METROPOLIS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF. UDOMLUCK KULAPICHITR,
Ed.D. 244 pp. ISBN 974-17-0803-3.

The objective of this research was to study state and problems of the extension and operation of physical and social
environmental management for infants up to 3 years old in private child care centers under the Public Welfare Department,
Bangkok Metropolis. The samples were 247 persons which comprised of 115 private child care owners and 132 caregivers.

Questionnaire, interview, survey and observation forms were the research tools.

The results on the environmental extension and arrangement indicated that most owners had: 1) Policy on
arrangement of physical and social environments, an adjustment on the appropriate caregiver and child ratio, an indication of
caregivers’ tasks on providing developmentally appropriate practices and developing relationship between caregivers and
parents; 2) Personal development by assigning the caregivers to attend appropriate training, seminars, workshops, and
encouraging and motivating through the praise of caregivers’ tasks; 3) An arrangement of materials and equipments
according to the child’s interest and developmentally appropriateness by assigning the caregivers to attend training courses
and seminars on media application; 4) Monitoring of the results of environmental arrangement by random visits, and questions
on problems as well as providing recommendations; 5) External support on knowledge of environmental arrangement by
related agencies. On the operation of the environmental arrangement, most caregivers’ comments on their child care centers
were as follows: 1) Area of physical environmental arrangement: eating area was clean, containing good air circulation indoor,
having the provision of toy arrangement with sufficient and safe child development materials; 2) Area of social environmental
arrangement: having the provision of developmentally appropriate physical, saocial/emotional, and cognitive/language
development for infants up 1 3 years old on the supervisions of health care, safe and cleanliness of materials and
equipments used for infants, having appropriate interactions, and regularly play with the children. For the children ages 1 V)
to 3 years, the centers arranged diverse .toys for children to play with, provided loving care for children, avoided violent
punishment, used singing and reciting poetry, and played games with children: The provision on caregiver and child’s ratio for
infants up to 1 Va years should not exceed 1:5, and for toddlers from 1 Yato3 years should not exceed 1:10. The principles
of child care practices for caregivers were to provide developmentally appropriate practices, and to create relationship with

parents by using regular communications, and cooperative consultation and problem solving.

The problems found were a shortage on child care budget for supporting the environmental arrangement, and the

caregivers’ lacks of knowledge and skills on developmentally appropriate arrangements for young children.
Department Elementary Education Student’s signature...............cceeiiiinl.
Field of study Early Childhood Education Advisor's signature .............ceeiiiennnn.

Academic year 2001 Co — Advisor’s signature.........................
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