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The target of unwersal coverage is to Increase accessibil~ty in health care services for all people. 

Primary Care 1s one of universal coverage activities, whlch focus on self-care both indiwdual, family and 

community. Thus, the partrcipat~on of Family Health Leader(FHL) will unite the people and community's 

partic~pation with governmental health care sennce. 

The purpose of thls cross-sectional descrtptlve study was to determine the participation of FHL In 

population health care in four dimensions, communlty assessment, planning, implementation and evaluation. The 

study was conducted durlng December 2002 to February 2003. The nine hundred family health leaders(FHt) in 

Sakaew province were randomly selected by using Multi-stage sampling giving 806 FHLs 89.6 9%. Unpaired t-test 

and One-way ANOVA were used to analyze the data. 

The finding of thts study showed that the majority of family health leaders were male (53.7%), age 

ranged 41-60 years(42,3Oh), married(B2.5%), agr~culture worker(67.9%), finlshed from elementaryschoo1(79.4%), 

Income less than 5,000 BahVmonth(83.9%), durat~on of being FHC for 3 years(84.9%),and betng FHL 

only(47.3%).Besides, ~t was found that FHL moderately partic~pated in prouiding heakh care service(mean= 2.54 ). 

The consrderation in each dirnenslon also revealed that, they highly participated in implementation(mean = 2.59 ), 

but least partic~pated In planning(mean = 2.33 ). In addition to sex, married status, there were statistically 

sign~ficant differences(p-value~0.01) in implementallon, communlty assessment and planning. There was also 

found stat~stlcally significant difference (p-value<0.05) in partrcipation among different age group,implementation 

and plann~ng. Likewise, the difference between participation of FHL who is also working as village health 

votunteer(VHV) and FHL only was found statistically significant different (p-value~0.001). and the mean scores 

of participatron rn FHL who work as YHV were hrgher in all of four dimensions. 

The results of this study w~ l l  be beneficial for developing PHC activit~es of Pr~mary Care Unit, which help 

to Improve trarning course, FHL's potential. lrcclud~ng changlng some strateg~es in empowering the partic~pat~on 

of FHL In community assessment , planning, 1mplementa2ion, and evaluation in order to ach~eve community 

participation in health care activities. 
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