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/S ROUND UP

The Government Public Relations Department

9 Rama VI Road, Soi Arccsamphan Phayathai, Bangkok 10400

Tel: 618-2323 ext 1708-9 Fax : 618-2358 hup:/iwww.prid.go.th

Produced by the Foreign Office  Vokume 2, No 36 Week of September 21, 1999

The Royal Thai Embassy in Tokyo is going 1o organize a seminar on the Combined
Elforts and Cooperation to Improve the Image of Thai Women in Japan. The scminar, to be held
September '27, aims to promote a more positive view of Thai womcn in the eyes of the Japancse
public and allow representatives {rom both countries 10 exchange views at both the policy and
practice levels. What is the Thai Government going lo do to prevent Thai women from cntering
Japan for sexual service?  And will it ensure thal they have the welfare and the basic human
rights? Thuai Ambassader to Japan, ILE. Sakthip Krairiksh explains... in an cxcluf?ivc inlerview

with PRD News Round Up.

I3

Round Up 2 [understand that at this point in line, there seems to be a point of
view from the Japanese that Thai women who go to Japan for the
purpose of sexual service have become the group of people who
create soclal problems. This is because the Japanese government
must allocate more and more of their budget in order to deal with
these people, the number of which seems to increase every year.
Moreover, as these women are the spreaders of the AIDS virus,
Thai woniei have not been warmly welcomed which has led to the
negative image of the Thai women in Japan in general.,

Sakthip First of all, we'll have 1o accept the fact that around 90 per cend of
Thai women  who travel into Japan do so illegally in order to
cater the sexual service industry, some with their own personal
conscnt and some without. However, I must say that mosl of these
women were lured into the business by large networks of crime
syndicatcs, ‘This. procedure has. been- the. prime  catalyst that
brought  those ' Thai women to Japan and has made them
burdensome to the Japanese government.

However, the Thai government is well aware of the problem
and we are trying 1o solve the issue both in terms ol policy and
carnest implementation, Bul onc country will not be able to solve
this problem alone since we are dealing with trans-national crime
which continuces to contribute to the negative image of the genceral
Thai women as well as to the image of Thailand as a country.

Thus, with this problem in mind, the Royal Thai Embassy in
Tokyo initiated a seminar to promote and correct the image of
Thai women. This seminar to be held on September 27 in Tokyo
will be the first one of its kind.
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As the Royal Thai Embassy is the organizer of this seminar to
promote the image of Thai women, may I ask Your Excellency to
explain the objective of this seminar? How do you think this
seminar will help to promote the image of Thai women in the eyes
of the Japanese public? :

I'd like to clarify, first of all, that the problem of ncgative immage
on the part of Thai women in forcigners' perceptions, o a certain
cxtent, resulted {rom the cffcets of globalization which brbught
about migration, What once was a natural pattern of migration
turned into a process of tralficking. Since transnational crime
comes into play in the piclure as well, in solving the probiem of
trafficking in which there is always morc than one country
affected, the countrics involved must cooperate with pressing
combined efforts at the level of policy makers and at the level of
practice. This scminar, thereforc, has the objective to gather the
people involved in solving the problem at the policy'level and
action lcvels of both Japan and Thailand. OQur meeting will allow
us Lo creale thorough understanding of the problem together. The
seminar will act as a networking forum for a more clTicicnt way (o
solve the problem further on,

It is an honor that Her Excellency Khunying Supatra Masdit,
Minister to the Prime Minister's Office, who is responsible for
women's issucs at the high level will lead the Thai dclegation in
the scminar with dclegates [rom Japan to be headed by the

-Minister of Posts and Telecommunications.

EHLE. Khunying Supatra's participation in this seminar will
have a positive elfect on the Japanese governmcnt's view on
Thailand since it will show the Japanese that the Thai government

" gives priority and urgency to this issue and is willing to piay the

leading role in solving the problem. The seminar will provide an
opportunity f{or the cxchange of knowledge, thoughts, and vicws
from different sectors of Japan in order to reach the objective that
we-hoped- for. Khunying Supaira herself will be delivering a
keynote address on the Rights & Roles of Women and
International Cooperation,

Moreover, there is another eminent figure who gladly
accepted to participate in this seminar. Dr. Saisuree Chutikul is a
senator and the scnate's Chairperson of the Board on Women,
Youth, and Elders. Dr. Saisuree is the initiator and the one behind
the successes of solving women's and children's issues in both the
governmental and non-governmental sectors. Dr. Saisuree
Chutikul is well- known within the groups of people and
organizations that deal with the works on women and children in
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thc intcrnational arcna. Dr. Saisuree will deliver a talk on "Thai
Government's Eflorts in Solving the Problem of Thai Women in
Forcign Countrics”. On the Japanese side, we arc honored (o have
Her Excellency Sciko Noda, Minister of Posts and
Telecommunications along with a woman Member of Parliament
present at our scminar,

In order for (his scminar to accomplish the objective that we
strive for in opcning the floor for clarification ol problems and
exchange of idcas and thoughts from representatives from botl
countrics at the policy and practice levels, we have organized Lhe
pragmatic part of the seminar to include 2 main arcas. One arca of
concern deals with the way of life of That womcn in Japan from
the time ol arrival into the country, the work that they do, the
arrests and/or the suwrrendering of oncself, the protection
procedures to ensure that the women rcceive right and just
treatment, to the process of sending them back to Thailand, Plcasc
allow me to explain a little further that The Royal Thai Embassy
docs not have the duty of wiping out, gclling rid of, or arrcsting
the people who go into Japan illegally. We have the duty of aiding
and assisting all Thais in the forcign land who face problems. The
second area of concern that the seminar will address deals with the
assistance to Thai women in terms of public welfare and rights
that they ought to receive. The officials at the hmplementation
level of both countries will consist of rcpresentatives from the
Officc of Immigration Burcau, Ministry of Labor and Social
Welfarc, Ministry of Forcign Affairs, Officc of National
Commission on Women's Affairs, non-governmental
organizations, and members of the press.

I'hope the scminar will lead to a more positive view of Thai
women in the eyes of the Japancse public through acknowledging
the facts as well as the Thai government's efforls in barring Thai
women from entering Japan for sexual service. Thai government
is willing to cooperate in every way with the Japanese government
in the process of sending the women back to Thailand. We believe
that the Japancsc press will publicize the issues addressed at this
seminar [or the Japanese people to understand. Mosl importantly, I
hope that this seminar will provide a space for network building
for the cooperation of those involved from both countrics, This
cooperation should lead to further coordination efforts to solve the
problem together for concrele results.
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Round Up In the past two or three years, there has been news in the media
Jrequently saying that Thai women who are in the sex service
industry in Japan face a lot of problems. They are in great risk of
contacting sexual diseases and are not taken cared of health- wise
by the bar owners. This has led to danger from the last stage of
AIDS and many did not survive. Some of the women who are
treated with cruelty do not dare to ask for help since they are
aware that they came into the country illegally.

Sakthip The issuc of assisting and cnsuring the rights of Thai women who
work in Japan is one of the main arcas ol concern that the scminar
will address. Khunying Supatra Masdit will deliver a keynote
address on The Rights & Roles of Women and International
Cooperation and there will also be two parts of the scminar-cum-
workshop (o figurc out the ways in which to help these women.
Thailand does not want our womien to enter Japan for the purpose
of scxual service. We have made clloits to prevent this. However,
if Thai women who cntercd Japan by any chance' and [face
problems, il is nccessary that we try lo assist them in order to
proteet their basic human rights that the women ought to reccive
as a human being. The rights that we must ensurc includes, for
instance, the women'’s rights (o their health, making sure that there
is no crucl treatment from business owners, and assisting in
sending the women back to their home country. These actions that
we lake should help to solve the problem of women in Japan both
socially and in terms of minimizing the risk of (he wonen
becoming the carrier of sexually transmitted discases, It should
result in a betfer image of Thai women through the cyes of the
Japanese public.

Round Up :  How has Thailand proceeded in preventing Thai women from
going to Japan for sexual service business?

Salthip : The government cooperated with the private sector in order to do
many activitics. Wec have specifically tried to strengthen the
conununity base which is a ‘dong term projcct initialed by
Khunying Supatra Masdil. Through this project, there is an cffort
to restructure the public scctor so as to minimize iis size. The slate
will only have the responsibility of a supervisor and overscer while
the civil society will become stronger. The pcople will set their
own agenda in the development of their own village and district.
Employment will be created in the community so that people do
not need to migrate. This is a way lo solve thc problem of
migration {or overscas employment. Furthermore, there is an
increasc in the ycars of compulsory cducation from 6 years to 9
years. In addition, the government will provide its citizens with
free basic education of 12 years starting from the ycar 2002. There
are also other long- term and medium- term projects that have
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been initiated. An cxample of these projects includes a project to
provide knowledge to Thai women in rural areas that are
potentially at risk of being lured into work in foreign countries.
There are also projects of vocational training for rural women, a
project of intcrvicwing Thai women under the age,of 35 who will
travel to forcign countrics, a cooperative project among involved
seclors in assisting the women and children who have become
victims of the human flesh business. Other projects involve the
amendment of laws to make them more comprehensive, projects 1o
give knowledge to thosc who cnforce the laws in order to create
understanding in the context of the issuc and the ncgative cffecls
of entering the prostitution profession, the various rights of
women, and the elimination of discrimination against women.
Some of these projects will be presented by Khunying Supatra
Masdil and Dr. Saisuree Chutikul at the scminar.
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Questionnaire
“public Relations News Release of the Thai Government and
Thailand News Coverage of the International News Agencies”

Directions: This is a questionnaire mainly concerned with aspects of communication
exposure, knowledge, attitude and the utilization of the government public relations
news release. The results will be used in a thesis. All answer will be treated as given
anonymously. You will not receive a “score” or any feed back on your personal
relationship. The questionnaire should take about 5 minutes to complete, I would be
extremely that you would give me in achieving this by filling out this questionnaire.

Section I Demographic Information ‘
Please begin by providing some demographic information about yourself.

1) Current POSIION ....ivuiieeiiieveeeiuisiiiresrnienaorenineareisiissine
2) Name Of AZEINCY .vvuiininiesiinnrnrnareruerionsinaeesaneiaeninseiente
3) What is highest level of schooling you have completed up to today?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

f

------------------------------------------------------------

Section II Thailand Information Exposure
Please fill (v') in the space that corresponds to the truth of yourself.

Interpersonal Media

How do you seek Thailand information from these persons?

Frequency
Interpersonal 6-7 3-5 1-2 1-2° [Lessthan| Never
Media days days days | times | oncea
each each each each month

week week week month

1. Family members

2. Relatives

3. Friends

4. Acquaintance

5. Govt. Officials

6. Others ............
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Mass media
How do you seek Thailand information from these channels?

Frequency
Mass Media 6-7 3-5 1-2 [-2 [Lessthan | Never
days days days times once a
each each each each month

week week week month

1. Announcement
boards or brochures

2. Newspapers

3. Magazines or
Periodic
4. Radio

5. Television

6. Internet

Section HI Your Knowledge of Thailand
Please fill (v') in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you

have chosen.

1. Which sentence is incorrect?

() A. Thailand was known for centuries by outsiders as Siam.

() B. Thailand is governed by a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary
from of government.

() C. December 10, the birthday of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, is the
Thai national day.

() D. Thailand is only important Southeast Asian society never to have been

colonized by Westemners,

What is the most important of Thai agriculture production for export?

) A. Maize

) B. Rubber

) C. Rice

) D. Suger-cane

It was erected to commemorate Thailand’s change from Absolute Monarchy to

constitutional Monarchy on June 24, 1932, Is it:

) A. Monument to War Veterans

) B. Victory Monument

) C. Democracy Monument

) D. Equestrian Statue of King Rama V the Great

(R e Y an Wl &

L T Wann W
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Questions 4-6
Buddist teachings are at the root of the typical Thai villages’s sincere
consideration for others, embodied in the virtue known as mamchai, “water of the
heart,” a concept encompassing spontaneous warmth and compassion that allows
families to make anonymous sacrifices for friends and to extend hospitality to
strangers. For example, a stranger visiting a village will rarely be seen as an intruder
and a subject for suspicion and distrust. Much more likely, the villagers will have the
namchai to take him in, feed him, offer him a place to sleep in one of their homes,
and generally treat him as friend.
Which of the following would be the best title for this passage?
) A. Buddhist teaching
) B. Social values
) C. Water of the heart
} D. Namchai
What is the main purpose in this passage?
} A. To explain Buddhist teaching
) B. To present social values of Thai social
) C. To show how to treat strangers -
) D. To classify different types of hospitality f
The word “namchai” refers to all of the following EXCEPT
) A. Clemency
) B. Sympathy
) C. Sincerity
) D. Pretension
The hot dry season after the rice harvest is marked by the important Songkarn
Festival, which celebrates the Traditional Thai New Year. All of the following
could be shown during the traditional Thai New Year EXCEPT
) A. People merit making presentation of gifts to monks.
) B. People sprinkle scented water on the Buddha image.
) C. People release of caged birds and fishes.
) D. People return home to paint their homes
Which of the following sentences is correct?
) A. In Thailand, the system of administration is centralized but divide into
regional and provincial administration.
{ ) B. The city of Chonburi has its ewn administrative bodies and elects its own
ZOVernor.
() C. Provincial administration is the responsibility.of the Foreign Affairs Ministry
which appoints a governor for each of Thailand’s 76 provinces.
( ) D.Regional administration has not it own regional electoral system governed by
the administrative bodies,
9. In 1997, many Asian economies crashed, with Thailand the first country to
experience the economic turmoil. Many efforts have been made to find solutions
to the crisis. While official government policies have aimed at fixing the
economic ills,......... , concemed about the suffering of his subjects, has cautioned
the country against living beyond its mean, and has advocated the concept of the
“Self-sufficient Economy”. Which of the following is correct the answer?
) A. H.R.I1. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
) B. Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai
) C. His Majesty the King
) D. Mr. Sophon Suphapong
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0. Which of the following is Royal Project of H.M. the King?

1

( ) A. Artificial Rain Project
( ) B. Sky train Project
()
()

C. HIV/AIDS Prevention Project

D. Satellite system Project

Section IV  Attitude towards Thailand
Picase fill (v ) in the space that corresponds to the truth of yourself.
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Thailand Attitude

In your opinion

Extremely
agree

Agree

No
comment

Disagree

Extremely
disagree

1. Thailand is an old historical
tradition country.

2. Thai people enjoy the liberty of
speech, expression of ideas so
long as such actions are not
morally offensive upon the right
of others.

3. When greeting people, Thai
people will usually show
acquaintanceship, politeness
which is intended as a gesture of
friendship,

4. Thailand has its many
attractions located with an
abundance of natural attractions,
including ruined cities,
archaeological wonders.

5. Thailand still has financial
stability and attractive investment.

6. Corruption is well known to
outsiders.

7. The economic crisis in Asia is
started from Thailand.

8. Prostitution is the most
important problem of Thailand.

9. The gap between richer and

poorer still increases in the Thai
social.

10. Thailand still strict with the
rights and freedom of media.




Section V the Utilization of the Government Public Relations News Release
Please fill (v') in the space that relates to you and or your functions
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Utilization

Most
useful

More
useful

Useful

Less
useful

Least
useful

Useless

1. To dialogue

2. To develop knowledge
about Thailand

3. To compare your opinion
with others

4. To be help in consideration
of news selection

5. To be statistics reference
source

6. To be guide-line for
Thailand publication

7. To be guide-line for news
agenda setting

8. To use for individual needs

9. To kill time

10. Others

VYV PV VYV IVIVIVIVYVVYYYVYYVVYVYYYYYYY

Thank you very much for your participation in this research.
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FACULTY OF COMMUNICATION ARTS
CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY, PHYATAI ROAD, BANGKOK 10330, THAILAND

Telex : UNICHULTH 20217
Tel : (02)215-3591, (02) 215-0870-85% ex}. 2204-7, 2168
FAX @ (662) 215-4804,215-3591

Al March 2000

Dear Mr. Gray.

This letter is to seck your kind cooperalion in the rescarch of Mr.Noppakun
Soonthornhong. @ MA student in the Faculty of Communication Arts. Chulalongkor
University who 1s conducting s thesis titled Publhie Relations News Release of the
Thai Government and Thailand News Coverage of the International News Agencies,

The objective ol the rescarch is mainly concerned with aspects ol the nepvs
topics sclection regarding Thailand by the international New Agencics. We would
appreciate it very much if you could support Noppakun by giving information relating
to his thesis topic.

Thank you very much for your kind cooperation and look Torward Lo seeing
you soon. Should there be anything we can be ol use Lo you. please let us reciprocate
your cooperation. Thanking you in advance for your time and consideration.

With best wishes and kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

‘\()L\ o ettt roele 6)-0 w-Q,.&,‘-.._.‘

(Thanawadee = Boonlue, Ph.D.)
Head, Department of Public Relations
Facully ol Communication Arts
Chulalongkorn University
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