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# # 4185254328 : Development Communication

Key Word : Public Relations News Release / Information Exposure about Thailand /
Knowledge about Thailand / Attitude towards Thailand / Utilization of PR News
Release/ News selection / News Direction
Noppakun Socnthomhong : Public Relations News Release of the Thai Govemment and
Thailand News Coverage of Intemational News Agencies. Thesis Advisor : Asso. Prof.
Patchanee Cheyjunya, 145 pp. ISBN 974-334-642-2

The purposes of this study were : (1) to study public relations news releases of Thai
government ; (2) to explore the relationships among exposure to information about Thailand,
knowledge about Thailand, attitude towards Thailand and utilization of government public
relations news releases of foreign correspondents ; (3) to analyze the news topic selection and
the direction of news reporting about Thailand of the International News Agencies.

Methodologies were used as followed : (1) 93 Public relations news releases (1999)
were content analysed ; (2) Questionnaires were used to collect data from 100 foreign
correspondents who are working in Thailand. Percentage, Mean, T-test, Pearson’s Product
Moment Correlation Coefficient and Multiple Regression Statistical Techniques were used to
analyze data through SPSS for window programme ; (3) Indepth interview was used to gather
data from Associated Press Bangkok Bureau Chief, Agence France Presse Bangkok Bureau
Chief, Xin-Hua News Agency Bangkok Bureau Chief and Kyodo News Bangkok Bureau Chief.

The results of the study were as follows : (1) Economic matters were the focus of the
public relations news releases ; (2) News on national development was publicized in the smaller
proportion ; (3) Government and state enterprise are major news sources ; (4) The information
exposure about Thailand of foreign correspondents was not significantly associated with
knowledge of Thailand ; (5) The information exposure about Thailand of foreign
correspondents was not significantly associated with attitude towards Thailand ; (6) The
information exposure to Thailand news of foreign correspondents was significantly related to
utilization of those news ; (7) Knowledge about Thailand was significantly related to attitude
towards Thailand ; (8) Knowledge about Thailand was not significantly associated with
utilization of those news ; (9) Attitude towards Thailand was not significantly associated with
utilization of those news ; (10) The exposure to news about Thailand were best to explained
the utilization of public relations news releases ; (11) In the process of news selection,
International News Agencies depended upon the following factors, namely : the policy of the
organization, news values and the editor’s criteria of publicity, therefore, the resuits revealed
the fact that International News Agencies have the bureau system and the news of the burcau
must be censored by their headquarters ; (12) International News Agencies in Eastern region
concentrated on development news and also emphasized relationship between Thai Government
and their government more than those in the Western region.
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