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Virus lasts 60 years
Washington, Reuters

he virus that causes Aids may be
able to hide in the body for as long
as 60 years, scientists said on Monday.
"We know that immunclogic mem-
ory lasts 60 years. If you have a measles
infection as a child you are protected 60
years later,” said Robert Siliciano and
colleagues at Johns Hopkins University
in Baltimore. ' ]
“What we are saying is that thereisa
mechanism by which the virus can per-
sist, essentially, for life, even in patients
who are on optimal therapy as we cur-
rently define it," Mr Siliciano said.

p——

HEALTH RESEARCH 0

Anti-Aids protein found

Compound ‘destroys
HIV-infected cells’

Wasbingron. AFP

' Researchers have discovered a pro-

tein that causes cells infected

with the Aids virus to attack them-
selves, a process that could be used
on other diseases such as cancer, ac-
cording to a study appearing yester-
day in the journal Nature Medicine.

HIV uses a protein called a pro-
tease to reproduce itself. A range of
protease inhibitors are now used to
treat HIV block reproduction.

But mutations of the virus’ protease
can render the medications useless.
And they can also react with the pa-
tient's own proteases and become toxic.

A team headed by Adita Vocero-

bani at Washington University in
Saint Louis, Missouri, has developed
a way to destroy the HIV protease,
not just render it harmless.

The method involves creating a
new protein. The team first chose a
protein that could penetrate the cell's
membrane, then attached to it two
pieces of a human enzyme called
caspase-3 that when activated
prompts the cell to attack itself,

The process starts when the pro-
teins get close to HIV-infected cells, -
peneirate their membrane and are
attacked by the virus.

The attacks free caspase-3 enzymes, -
killing the cell. In just a few hours, all-

. the infected cells die while the healthy

ones survive because they lack the
virus’ protease, B

"



Uszimilsmand, naefissia, matlasnuinsuasuansenu

msflinaduiiugi

nead
LyukyuBITHAT b
e linamafeusia-
Dwiu
2. ¥qensauniiy
srragnifnnate dud
nastznIs)ael vy
wnz1¥geoneyunann
wnzldRouduan au -
nIzReduganiIfiin
fuiudnnezldanvde
fusamsiasyizam
gel Fa&rareentd aein .
WarrvsoAufiduniiin 1ou 298wu trane
Wsu wrmenrsliuanyaionelfin
mv'l'nnemmmuﬂ 'I.N'hm"lmﬁuumnn 11
'lu'hmauia'lwaed neladhemily wanedaslom
uriviasa e Tunastiaefiuntifeazunsiie
onduaznnlindug sy
3. 0sm It NAua T
a.mEnTwealnddenuo:
B AR IR uaEiAWE
G.OHRNEIN NIDVDIIRNN INTIETZANER
LN TS _
Aueginduiiniondesialasdiv
« TS9N INBGTMYRY mthu Fanfiinem

1'mﬁenummnm'§manﬂ laas T padaniinu

el dwalionadinwad wiadan wswin
Tnelidauaznizuondmowawiind miuaumsn
il uazazdiaizToatnDignidaaniaimiann
gl Srdudndneduiaiubasmionmie A1
ldnasianinquwanadnnnads
M0
(RefiRanuanunadariUine wand &l
pmIuEna A uTun wwnéwine fe1nta

TmananInea e way ﬁmi‘um"muﬁum:ﬁ
winnasantIaent 1918 uansildes¥nis
UijiidnTlvgnane iwinz szt elwiHinaganly
B

Tagiiu sadiudoendiinmcwemin uas
Lildfhsand s nwwondbineld T
ATV lus o nSadiifivatu
vandefiuntininenandld st fuiulnoldive
Usyliudolii Taduliiuacing nwdmulos-
Auuneineuondldns wzfin1idnw13¥ely
aumEBulng whvzniuin i ldnanTatdwal
Aodn s-10 Tdamin

inrsesileaumiang udag Aoy

1Imifiad Mgndeannnt



dszimudszinn, mevirumuiesd ussymaitmuland

B308m allocated
to fight AIDS~

THAILAND HAS allocated 308.9 million baht to
fight Acquired. Immune Deficiency Syndrome
(AIDS) during the 1992 fiscal year. )

The money-will'go to 14 government agencies for
anti-AIDS projects during the fiacal year from Oc-
tober 1, the state-owned Thai News Agency quoted
Bhichai Wasanasong, spokesman for the National
Legislative Assembly's budget scrutiny committee,
-a8 saying. . < L

The Prime Minigter’s Office will get 100 million
baht for a media campaign aimed at raising public
awareness of the disasise, which kills its victims b
destroying the body's immune system, Bhichai said.

The Interior and Public Health ministries were
allotted respectively 64 million and 58 million baht.

The Population and Community Development
Association (PDA), an independent non-govern-
isation, estimates that there could-be

169

: n
:1: !:o“ﬁlm carriers of the virus that causes AIDS

in Thailand. — AFP

Budget axe falls on free
condoms to the sex trade

Anti-retroviral drug

supply to be cut back

Aphaluck Bhatiasevi

he Public Health Ministry's stock

of free condoms supplied to com-
mercial sex eslablishments is likely
to run out in the next three months
due to budget cuts.

The wministry is slashing ils 1998
budget allocation for work on pre-
venting and controlling Aids. It had a
proposed budget of 65 mition baht to
supply condoms but will now reduce
the number supplied from 50 million
to 10 million a year. '

An eslimated annual 120 million
commercial sex acts take place, said
an official at the Communicable Dis-
cases Conlrol Department who de-
clined to be named. )

He said the ministry needed to in-
form condom distributors in advance
g0 that they could now make them
commercially available.

The ministry has also had to cut
the amount spent on buying anti-
retroviral drugs, used by people with
HIV/Aids, from 300 million baht to
about 100 million baht this year.

And it will no longer hand out free
anti-retroviral drugs to sufferers,
They will only be given Lo patients
who doctors say can be followed up.

Under the first phase of a four-
month-old project, around 2,000 pa-
tients at 45 hospilals were recruited
to receive a combination of anti-retro-
viral drugs.

DDr Chaiyos Kunanusont, of the
Aids Division, said the main objective:
of the ministry's change in poticy fol-
lowed a study which showed that out
of some 4,000 patients who received
AZT between 1991-1995, 90 percent
could not get hold of them regulurly.

He also said it had been shown that
a combination of two drugs helped peo-
ple live longer and that the new policy
on controlled distribution would help
doclors learn more about what would
be the most effective treatment.
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WB gives B300m for AIDS centre -

THE World Bank has approved US$12
million (300 million baht) to set up a
Southeast Asian AIDS Information
Centre to function for five years in
Thailand, : e
Deputy Public Health Minister Dr
Udomailp Srisaengnam, confirming thie
esterday, said he had represeuted
ailand at the Southeast Aeia AIDS

management three.day seminar in Kua- -

la Lumpur, :

The World Bank and World Health
Orgnnisation, along with health minis.
try representatives from Vietnam, Bur-
ma, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia, the
JPhilippines and India agreed that the
region needed a centre for AIDS infor-
mation;™

After the five-year period ends, he
hopes to turn the project into a national
institute of AIDS research, information
and a centre to train people how to help
those with the disease. w

Meanwhile, the . AIDS Prevention
Committee for six notthernmost prov-
inces will seek police cooperation in
easing AIDS-related problems, particu-
lerly child prostitution, according to
the Ministry of Public Heslth. :

The six provinces are Chiang Mai,
lampang, Lamphbun, Phayao, Mae
Hong 8on and Chiang Rai, '

Dr Udomsilp said the taske iﬁvolving

- data collection, coordination:and-plan-

ning, public relations and performance
evaluation would be consolidated under

four specialised sub-committees.
A mipisterial visit to the #ix prov-
inces showed that AIDS affected urban
‘residenlg"and villegers and solving it
required blose cooperation from every-
one, Dr Udomsilp said.”
He adviéed that a' provinciallevel
, meeting be held among various occupa-
tional organiaations in those provinces
to provide basic education about the
danger of AIDS. . .
"Labourere and farmers constituted
the largest high riak group, he anid.
In an effort to tackle child prostitu-
tion, one of the major factors spreading
‘jAlDG;—a-‘de‘puty"golicn-fchie for the
nofthein region hag been invited to

+ chair the committee.. -
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condom.unmmpmdMulhinu.NMuﬂmmc.
but most are .04 10 .07 millimetres thick. They are produced

elither dry or lubricated, plain or reservoirended,
MMorhmnd.eohundorlnmmloo_lour.

stralght or

Dos and don’ts-

O Condoms should be
stored in a cool dry place
and be readily available
for use,

3 Do not teat a condom by
inflating or stretching it.
Handle it gently and keep
it away from sharp
fingernails.

0 Check the condom for
tears before throwing it
away, If it has torn, insert

a contraceptive
suppository, jelly or foam
into the vagina Immediately.
This is to avoid
“accidental” pregnancy. —
Depthnews Sclence ‘
Service
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ASEAN
countries to
set up AIDS
task force

Jakarta (AFP) — Associ-
ation of Sputheast Asian
Nationa (ASEAN) are to
join efforts in a regional
task force to fight ATDS,
an official said in Jakarta
yesterday.

A three-day ASEAN
meeting on AIDS ends to-
day, "+ association
Ed::rpo &mmi.g?donuia,

ays ngapore,
Thailand and the Phil-
ippines, .

A delegate at the meet-
.ing who declined to be
named told AFP that the
task fo{ce would seek
ways ofi.cooperating’ in
medical  and social re-
search on AIDS, includ-
ing mobilising United Na-
-tions Non-Governmental
O;Panintiot_u in the cam-

paign against deadly ac-
quired immune-daficiency
syndrome, Ly

Health education waa
ancther task force goal,
the delegate said. -

A source said regis-
tered alarm over World
Health Organisation
(WHO) data which shows
25 per cent of the one mil-
lion new carriers of AIDS
precursor human immu-
nodeficiency virus (HIV)
were found in Asia.

According to official
ﬁguresl-suppl ield . bxr dele-
gates, 10 people infected
with HIV in Brunei, five
in Indonésia, 4,902 in Ma-
layeia, 282 in the Philip-
pines, 85 and 896 in Singa-
pore and  Thailand,
respectivaly,
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AIDS scares
donors off
blood bank

A PUBLIC fear of ac-:

quired  immune defi-
ciency syndrome (AIDS)
is a possible cause for the
falling ‘number ‘of blood

donetions at the National -

Blood Bank of the Red
Cross, Director Dr Chai:*
vej prrayoon sald yes-
terday.

He said the blood bank
is  investigating - the
actual cause of the fall in
bleod donations this year.

The blood from donots -

to the bank usually in-
creases by 1.5 per cent
annually. .

The bank expected to
receive domations lotall-
ing 167,000 units this

‘year. However, since the

beginning of the year
there have been about -
3,000 wunits less, when
compared to the amount

-aupply only

received, durmg the same
period last year. .

It was ible that the
public's fear of AIDS had

“driven awg some of the

donors, Dr Chaivej said,’

He stressed that it was
impossible * for  blood
donors to contract the dis-
ease by donatmg blood
because . syringes and
needies are dlaposed of
once they are used.

Blood samples f'rom
donors have also been
sent for AIDS tests
abroad and so far none
has been found to be in-
fected with the disease.

There was a demand

" for 198,000 units of blood

at hospltals throughout
the country.last year, but
the bank could manage to

171,016
units, .
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By VEERA PRATEEPCHAIKUL
APHALUCK BHATIASEVI snd
ANJIRA ASAVANOND

* Chiang Mai

A COALITION of Thai NGOs yester-
day drew up a five-point proposal to
tackle the AIDS menace which is to be
submitted to.the Government at the
3rd International Conference on
AIDS in Asia and the Pacific. -

But Deputy Health Minister Sora-
at Klinprathum said he"did not want
the “proposals to be treated as
demands.

“1 want to clarify that today's meet-

“ing should not be seen as one in which

there was a demand that the Govern-
ment commit itself to providing medi-
cal care; but rather that there were
proposa‘s on what the Government
should do,” he said.

The conference is t0 be officially
opened today by HRH Crown Prince
Maha Vajiralongkorn. Over 2,000 del-
¢gates from 60 countries are to attend
the conference which will extensivel
cover broad aspects of the Ang

“problem,

The proposal, in the form of “guide-
lines to tackle the AIDS problem", has
come a day before the conference and
calls for:

e The Government to protect the
rights of HIV-infected people and
their femilies against violations re-
garding blood tests, medicat services,
education or careers, with measures
being meted out against any individ-
u'aglhs or agencies which breach these
rights; )

@ The Government to extend social
welfare services to cover all communi-
ties, provide these services 1o HIV.-
infected people and their families in a
non-discriminatory manner and meet
their demands without delay;

¢ The Government to improve
community-based health services so
ATDS sufferers can be taken care of b
medical staff with a good understand-
ing of the discase and for health offi-
cials to go out and advise families with

tateanationa .
Caomforence

Baptembaer 18 - 21

AIDS infected members so they will be
able to take care of them; ¢

¢ The Government and privately-
owned media to provide information
which promotes a better understand-
ing of HIV-infected peopie in order to
hel J» reduce human rights violations:
an

@ The Government to directly pro-

vide funds to HIV-infected people so0 -

they can sit on policy-making or plan-
ning committees at different levels,

John Ungphakomn, chairman of the
Coalition ol Thai NGOs on AIDS,
said even though some of the propos-
als have already been incorporated
nto government policy, violations of
the peoples’ rights by private compa-
nies and some government units are
still occurring.

For instance, he said some state-run
hospitals required all applicants for
nursing schools to undergo a blood
test to find out if they are HIV nega-’
tive or positive. Insurance companies
also require similar blood tests from
clients wishing to take cut life insur-
ance policies, he added.

On Friday, groups of HIV/AIDS
sufferers submitted a package of pro-
posals to the Government for consid-
eration.

The package deals with the rights of
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HIV carriers to medical treatment, so-
cial welfare benefits, confidentiality,
access to information, decision mak-
ing, HIV testing and employment. 1t
also includes the rights of pregnant
women.

The people with HIV/AIDS, com-
- Rrising over 40 groups countrywide,

as- proposed that the Government

issue a“special'law to protect those

infected with" HIV. In addition, they'
. want the Government to set up treat-.

ment services at medical clinics dedi-
cated to HIV patients which would be
dispensed by physicians and experts
on HIV at the community and provin-
cial fevels. ‘

The proposal states that this service
should be provided during weekends
as well 50 people don't have to take
leave from their work,

The.Froposal also includes the cre-
ation of special funds, establishing re-

ite centres countrywide, improving
the traditional Thai system of medi-
cine and preventative campaigns.

Mr Sora-at who chaired the meeting
attended by representatives of govern-
mental and non-governmental organi-
sations and of HIV/AIDS cartiers
groups said it should not be forgotten
thas the Government was limited in
what it could do, owing to bureaucrat-
ic constraints and insufficient per-
sonnel,

The problem ought not 10 be left 1o
the Government alone; there should
he joint efforts to tackie the problems

osed by HIV/AIDS.

Mr Sora-at said he would forward

* proposals at the meeting to the

ional HIV/AIDS Prevention and
‘rol Committee,
¢ point discussed at the round
discussion was whether there
be annual compulsory blood
1 workers at the same time as
vedical checks, .
ector of the Labour Welfare
tarizla Khanthavich, said
1 BIV/AIDS should be
other workers. who are

required to have their blood tested
along with other medical check-ups
annually,

Ms Jariya was representing the La-
bour and Social Welfare Ministry,

An HIV carrier who was present
took issue with this statement, and so
did Sanguan Nitayarumphong, Assis-
tant tonﬁal’ennanem Secretary at the

‘Public Health: Minigtry, and Sy; i

Rerkngam, the Senior Medical Officer
at the Communicable Diseases Con-
trol Department. . -

They insisted that blood testin
shoul?not be included in the annual
medical check-up for labourers,
. Dr Suﬁachai said compulsory blood
testing should be completely separate
from annual medical check-ups, for it
would have an adverse effect on HIV
carriers instead of protecting their
rights to medical care as intended,

Dt Sanguan said it should be under-
stood that annual medical check-ups
were intended to protect the rights of
the workers.

Blood testing might cause problems
to people who turn out to be HIV-

. positive; it might leave them jobless

and cause them to lose hope.

Ms Jariya replied -that there had
been cases where industrial workers
with HIV accidently hurt themselves
and bled while working, and that this
would be unfair to co-workers who
might try to help in such cir-
cumstances,

But Dr Supachai said that although
there was no law, the government had
a clear policy of not encouraging com-
pulsory blood tests, whether for life
insurance or when recruited by em-
ployers. .

nother proposal from People With
HIV/AIDS was for the Government
to issue_a special law to protect the
rights of people with HIV,

The chairman’ of the Thai NGO

Coalition on AIDS, John Ungpha- *

korn, said that he did not entirely
agree with the proposal for issuing a
separate law for HIV carriers,

‘personne!

. ed like 0
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A point in the proposal states that
the government-should issue a special
law to protect their rights. But such a
law, Mr John Un, orn argued,

- might be used against them,

He said that since the proposals
made by HIV carriers ref&a their
rroblems. measures should be careful-
y prepared with them in mind.

nstead of issuing a separate-iaw,
the government should amend existing
laws to protect-the rights.of HIV vat-
i

ers.
" Laws on labour and social welfare.
should be emended 1o protect the
rights of with HIV/AIDS, that
they might treated equally with
people without HIV infection,

The HIV people also proposed that
the vemment%mbli:h medical clin-
ics throughout the country, at commu-
nity and provincial level, to treat HIV-
infected patients.

Dr Sanguan did not-entirely agree
with this. He said separate cliftics
might reduce the number of medical
dealing with infected
patients,

It might make doctors feel they
needed to be specialists to treat HI-
V/AIDS lEatitmts, who could be treat-

er patients where opportu-
nistic infection was concerned.

Mr John Ungphakorn said the three
main problems of HIV carriers, prob-
lems which should receive the Govern-
ment’s immediate attention, were their
rights to employment, medical treat-
ment and privacy. ‘

He said HIV carriers should be ac-
cepted just fike other patients in both.
government and pnvate hospitals,
should not be dismissed from employ-,
ment after learning that they are in-
fected, and should be protected from. -
revealing information they do not'
want others to know. )

He said HIV/AIDS carriers should
not be considered a minority in soci-
ety, for they had the capacity to cam-
paign and prevent the spread of the
disease, '
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‘AN amendment has been pro-
posed to allow AIDS.infected
women to abort their pregnan-
cy, Dr Vichai Chokeviat, depu-

ty director-general of the Com-

municable Disease Control
Department, said yesterday.
“The amendment is neces.
sary because AIDS infected
‘mothers give birth to 17,000 ba-
.bies annaally and the number
‘keeps increasing,”” he said.
One-third of the babies or
about 6,000 are infected with
AIDS and live no longer than
three years, while only one-
fourth of the mothers accepted

during pregnancy,
. shoulg be a !oweci

sterilization just after giving
birth, ~ - . - .
Moreover, most of the sur-

viving babies are dumped by -

their parents and no state
agency has emerged to take
care of them.

As physicians are now .able
to detect diseases of babies

mothers
to decide
whether to keep infected ba.'
bies, Dr Vichai said:

To that affect, Article 305 of
the Criminal Code should be
amended to allow abortion in

‘en to be abopt-to

cases where mothers are prov-
: ive birth to
babies who would be disabled
or carry a harmful disease..
The amendment draft set a
condition that such abortions
would have to be approved by
medical professionals and can

“only be conducted by hospitals

of the government, local ad-
ministrations, charity organi-
sations and the Thei Red Cross
Society.

. amendment draft had al-
ready been submitted to the
Medical Council for consider-
ation, Dr Vichai said.



Megaproﬁts n AIDS

AIDS is beginning to ' , _~ - How did he make
generate big profits. : , his fortune... oil?
While millions are steel? big busmeSS'?
poured into re- '
search, marketable
spinoffs from the
disease are
mounting for those
withaneyeonthe
bottom line.
Advertising budgets
have soared, while
p__ teclinics
proliferate and
condom sales turn
into a cut-throat
business. TERESA
MAZZITELLI looks
at the marketing

of AIDS,a .
business with

a big future.
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‘THE business of AIDS is booming.
While researchers, pharmaceutical
cnmpames. advertisers and funding

agencies strive to be seen as hu-

manitarian, capitalism has caught
onmabigwaytothepotentml
profit-+iity of acquired immune
defi Jsgyndrome.

Th‘“g'romng market interest in
AIDS is evident in the ch
character of conferences hel

publicise research and dlscunapm-'-
f_the di dmease J'un-

in figh '

eonferences in Washingtnn and
Paris intended for medical experts
have been deluged with salesmen.

He said the 1986 Paris confer-
ence was “the first visible evidence
by the business community that
ATDS was a field whose conferences

should attend.

Paris, a whole segment
looked like a trade show. A year
later, at the Washington confer-
ence, rooms were filled with exhib-
its. If you're in business and you've
got something that can be of use to

these people, that's where you'll . AIDS;
Attheloml level individual doc-
which §

tors operate. privat
nhu'geafeeforeglnAmﬂl test that
government medical systems in
same countries administer free.
But the big money is in research
and in the production and market-
ing of AIDS-related items. From
-drugs and %s!achm to testing
kits and dating services,
entrepreneurs are finding their
niche.

The pobentlal market is huge.
WHO recently doubled its estimate
of AIDS sufferers worldwide to
150,000. The Centre for Disease
Control in Atlanta says the US
public health budget for AIDS

spending could reach $800 million
next year, an increase o!' 5300

million.
Says Peter Tatchell, author of
“AIDS, A Quide to Survival"
“There is a lot of altruism an
passion but there is also the
side of m:ﬁrroﬁts which moti-
vaten as wi
Itmnotclearhowmuchmbel;ﬁ
spent in total on AIDS-rela

~mmh{moﬂhminpﬁmh

ess are extremely reluctant to
talk about their interest, f
.The British government, which

 launched a high profile advertising

cempaign and contributed over £52

million to combat the spread of °

AIDS, says it will allocate another

£50 million to reg'wnal health av-
thgrities over the next three

Sa;;s Departt;nent of Healﬂw:
Bird: “It's needed funding. 'Hm
number of cases i steadily i increas-

ceutical Indusfry representntive'

David Taylor estimates that indus-
try epending on AIDS research this
year totals £40-50 million. “It's
very hard to judge exact ﬁgmes,
says Taylor. *It's a new industry.”
It is one that promises rich re-
wards for an effective AIDS vac-
cine. Nearly 40 anti-viral or .im-
muno-modulating drugs are being
tested in the US. Worldwide, about
300 pharmacentical companies
have invested in AIDS research.

.largely due to

With no vaccine in sight, muiti-
national drug firms are racing to-
wards a finish line and a patent
worth millions.

The Amexjean i ceutical-
giant Burroughu- ellcdme haa'
spent an million

- developing Retrovir, the first drug
- Icensed for theating AIDS patients.
“Wellcome charges $10,000 per pa-

tient for a year of treatment. Retro-
vir is on sale in 24 countries and

Te in another 35.

elleome sharea on the London
market tﬂ:mped 42 pence

sponse to Retrovir

Condom sales have become a cut-

throat business. Worldwide condom
sales have increased between 20
and 40 per cent; one British manu-
facturer increased its production by
50Aper eent thjn year

ation says shipment of seven mil-
lion condoms ‘destined for Africa -
becaune “Ameri-

\l‘l‘,'

dgeted $66 tillids

enthusiastic re- -

" tablished AIDS.

a&.’\-‘r-&n Al 1':: ,m\x c—%-.: ,4,.,;_;, oy
& b e ;

'WHO kesman'l'meeﬂer;

trading company Mates Health-
care, all profits will gn tothe Virgin
Healt.hcare Foundation for medieul
education and support. By selling
his product at cost, Branson is un-
dercutting the oompetitlon by five
pence a pack of thres,

“Bays Virgin's Jilly Forster:

*“Price is not the main issue. It
more important to have nvail
ability.” ;

Virgin is onl. one of chari-
ties established to deal with AIDS
education or research. The - Ter-

reneaHigginsTmst,thelendmg_

British agency in AIDS education,

-is four’ years' old but the British

Medical Association's recently, es-

new it is still without en adminis-
trator. ;

A prohferation of books, videos,
research projects, nursing and trav-
el fello and other education-
al material is contributing to a
higher' AIDS employment rate.
And there is much jostli u im-
munologists and rese

mapebe for funding and fame.
Tatchell in reference to the

 and American dispute over
scdvery of HIV, the AIDS vi-
he enomousamotmtofu-

: 3--'0 : prlde in which country and
which pharmaceutical eompg::‘(

hudget reflects the very rapid ;dmcovered what first is

:ﬁanmonofpro es, twe -
) tion".* - )

Branson. owner of Vir-
Reeords and Virgin Atlanti¢”

,Anways, recently unveiled a £38
_ - million advertising campaign and a
new foundation to promote his line

of Mates pruEhylacties. Branscn

condoms be distributed
through Vizﬁin'a own record stores,
food and chemist shops and in

30,000 vending machines.
Marketed by the newly-created

the full sharing of scienfific infor
mation which is in turn slowing
down the of research.” .1
Adds ed -Parenthood’s’
AIDS Prevention Unit coordinator.
Klouda: “Coordination is dif
ficult within any group of o1
tions with different needs and re-)
quirements, There are pecple;
making money but there's a lot of:
progress also being made. It's Iih._j
any big business.” — Gemini Ni

‘Bengkok Post service N

foundation is so .

€8
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Welfare benefits |

All government mfﬁcial.s and em-
ployees will be able to claim welfare
benefits from the government if they

become infected with HIV/Aids while -

performing their official duties, _
An informed government source

said the Finance Ministry would pro-

pose to the cabinet this Tuesday to

expand the coverage of welfare fund

to include judicial ofﬁ_gials.,ar)d em-
ployees wh ‘are assigned td work in

health services,

Toll of Aids deaths

rises to 275 in week

Hanoi — Nearly 300 persons died
of Aids in Vietnam over the past
week, an indication that the deadiy
virus is rapidly spreading in the
country, officials sajd Yesterday.

Dr Quang Haj of the National Aids
Committee said the deaths of 275
patients during the week ending

recorded in g Seven-day period.

Dr Hai said 10,226 people have
contracted the virus, with 1,818 of
them suffering full-blown Aids since
the first case wag detected in Decem.
ber 1990, - ’

But the official said actual cages
Were probably six to 10 times greater
than the official Statistics,

He said Aids hag spread to 59 of
Vietnam's 61 provinces. Ho Chi Minh
City has been the most affected area,
with 2,639 cases reported.— AP .
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German jailed for
giving wife Aids
Ha;r:b:rrg, AFP

23-year-old German man on Tues-
day was sentenced to four years in
prison by a Hamburg court for
deliberately infecting his wife with HiV.
The unemployed man continued to
have unprotected sex with his wife after
learning in 1994 that he had contracted
the deadly virus, an administrative tri-
bunal ruled. o
A civil court has already ordered him
to pay his wife, from whom he is now
separated, almost 128,000 euros (4.9
million baht), one of the highest awards
for damages ever in Germany.

FINLAND .
Thai woman held
over Aids spread
Helsinki, Reuters :

Finnish authorities are question.

. ng a 37-year-old Thai woman de-
tained on suspicion of spreading the
Aids virus, a prosecutor said yes-
terday, ' - ‘

- Acourtinthe eastern town Kuopio
gave prosecutors two more weeks to
prepare .a case against the woman
who has allegedly confessed to unpro-

| sexual intercourse with five

partners after learning of her HIV:

infection, prosecutor Hannu Suaitaj.
‘val said, ' .

“‘She has been held under suspicion
of attempted manslaughter by spread-
ing HIV,” said the -prosecutor, “‘“We
have a strong cage.” . -

-The woman has been in custody for
a month and a half, If charges are laid
against her, the trial is expected to
begin next month,
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