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# # 4785268728: MAJOR MASS COMMUNICATION

KEY WORD: PERCEPTION / INTERPRETATION / SEXUAL EXPRESSION
ASAYA SIRIAOTHARN: CHILDREN'S PERCEPTION AND INTERPRETATION OF
SEXUAL EXPRESSION IN TELEVISION PROGRAMS. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST.
PROF. KITTI GUNPAL, PH.D., 189 pp. ISBN 974-14-2666-6.

The objectives of this quantitative research are to analyze the children’s perception and
interpretation of sexual expression in television programs fogether with the analysis of the factors affecting
the children’s perception and interpretation of sexual expression in television programs. The process of the
study comprises of the collection of the data through questionnaire and the focus group interview. This
research is conducted based on the theary of psychosexual development in children, psychology of
perception and the concept of sexuality in society.

The target groups of this research are both girls and boys of the 4", 5" and the 6" year primary
school from three institutes mamely, Assumption Thonburi School, Khemasiri Memorial School and
Lerdpattana School. The results shbwed that both girls and boys watch television most intensively in the
evening for the average of 3-4 hours each day, Most popular television programs are soap drama and cartoon.
Television is often watched during meal ume where parents are able to advise their children if inappropriate
sexual expression is exhibited.

The results also showed that gender, age and type of school influence the perception and
interpretation of sexual expression on television. It can be clearly seen that all of the children are able to
perceive and interpret the sexual expression in the “Eiﬁlugi:cﬂ dimension”. However, there are the
differences for the sexual expression in the dimension of gender and sexuality. The boys value the
masculinity over the femininity. Moreover, children who were in the one-gender-society were usually learned
better about their own-gender and sexuality but-they might net clearly vaderstand the gender and sexuality of
the opposite sex.

In_conclusion, there were no differences between children and adult on the perception and
interpretation of sexual expression through media. Children could learn and absorb gender roles and status
from the surroundings including their parents, teachers, friends and media especially TV media, which was
the closest connection to children. Furthermore, TV media could act as virtual society for children to learn to
create their evident sexual identities.
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